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BELOIT COMPANY. 


Ss Ca Ata meeting of » Company of Californians on the Banks of the Missouri, May 6th, 1840, the following Preamble 


and Resulutions were unanimously adopted and names entered. 

Whereas we are about to leave the frontier, and travel over Indian Territory, exposed to their treachery, and knowing 
their long and abiding hatred to the Whites; also many other privations to meet with. -We consider itnecessary to form 
ourselves intoa company for the purpose of protecting each other and our property, during our journey to California, 

Therefore Resolved, That this Company shall be known as the “BELOIT COMPANY." 

Resolved, That there shall be one selected from the company, suituble and capable to act ag Captain or Leader, and 
to hold his office until removed by a two-thirds vote of the company. 

Resolved, That there shall be some one selected from the Company, to act as Assistant or Aid to the Captain; to 
advise with him, what is or may be best for the Company, and to hold his office until renioved by a two-thirds vote. 

Resolved, That we, as men, pledge ourselves to assist each other through all the misfortunes that may befall us on 
our long and dangerous journey. 

Resolved, That the Christian Sabbath shall be observed, excep! when absolutely necessary to travel. 

Resolved, That each and every member shall pay strict and proper respect to the feclings of each and all the Come 
pany. 

Hesolved, That there shall be o sufficient guard appointed: ‘each night regularly, by the: Captain. 

Resolved, That in case of any disputes arising between any members of the Company, they shall be referred to three 
arbiters, one chosen by each party, and one by the two chosen, whose decision shall be final. 

Resclved, That in case of 2 member's dying, the Company shall give him a decent burial. 

Resolved, That the company be divided into four divisions, each ta choose a Wagon Master, each division taking the 
Jeud in rotation, and the Wagon Master of the division that arrivés atthe camp ground firstshall bethe Camp Master 
for the night, and all the divisions shall keep within hailing distance. 

Resolve?, That by a majority of votes these resolutions may be altered or more added at any time. 

The following officers were elected.—Lewis Clark, of Beloit, Wisconsin, Captain; Jabes Pierce, of Mineral Point, Wise 
corsin, Assistant Captain; O. Crain, of Angola, Ind., and Jolin Penman, of Beloit, Wisconsin, Chaplains; Dr. BL 
Grow, of Clinton, Wisconsin, Surgeon and Secretary. 


MEMBERS. 


Lewis Clark, Beloit, Wisconsin. David Phillips, Clinton, “ HOW Mead, aa 

Peter 0 Hagen, Avan,, (€4¥0%4)) Michael Murphy, Beloit, © E Purdy, Richmond, Dinas 

~ John Penman, Beloit, .° Hiram Case, Clinton, os B Burdick, 

Wilson Beunet, * C) Alex Case, “ cy Charles MeConnel, a 
GNTrumper, “ « Dr.SLGrow, “ George Squire, Mineral Point, Wit, 

iD Parish, 6 Co George Jones, Allens Grove, * Wm. Thompson, a 
M%Aamasa Nobles, * me James Mendenhall, Chaar “ Samson Mitchell, © OO 

\A W Allyn, Shopiere, .° B C Baker, Wm. Arnne, “ “ 
Canvass Hopkins, “  * % Aaron Case, _ 4“ Jabes Pierce, O a 
George Marsh, ctx, 8) Natban Baker, Ty “a William Pierce, “ “ 
Zeander Bemis, Beloit, Abner Mendenhall “” “ John Clowney, “ “ 
Job R Strange, “ ee C M Baldwin, canst George Hardy, “ “ 
George A Gillman, * ied Ezra Lusee, “ “ Henry Polkenham, “ “ 
Murray Redington, * & V B Losee, “ “ Joseph Langdon, we “ 
- Alvin B Abbott, ™ ) _ Edwin Losee, “ Henry Messenworth, Dodgeville, * 
CS Abbott, ct) a LC Holbrook, St. Charles IMinois. John Sterritt, 

Charles Badder, “ O Moon, Richard Baker, Racine, “ 
Henry Melon, # “ J Richmond, “ a Hugh Campbell, os 
Almon Bennet, “ J “ O Crain, Angola, Indiana. Thomas Barker, “ 3 
Elias Twist, On © Richard Kirtlan, * —— Demster, ae 
CM Peck, Cony John Colman, “ Thomas Farmer, Rockton, Tiineis,, 
Francis Banta, CS Cd J E Howe, Geneva, Wisconsin. Alex McKay, es 

P EChamberlain, * a O Sabin; Bloomfield, co James Cooper, " “ 
 H Farmer, 0) “ 
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TWO EARLY ISSUES OF THE COUNCIL BLUFFS 
PRESS 


By Doveras C. McMourrriz 


The first printing press in what is now the state of Iowa was 
put to work in May, 1836, at Dubuque, on the Mississippi. It 
was thirteen years before the printing craft reached the western 
border of the state, at Council Bluffs, on the Missouri. In the 
intervening time the press had reached eleven other points in 
Iowa besides Dubuque, accompanying the spread of settlement. 

Although Council Bluffs was relatively late in making its 
appearance among Iowa printing points, the establishment of 
the press there was not without historic significance. For the 
settlement on the Missouri, which was called Kanesville for its 
first two years of existence, soon became the starting point for a 
renewed movement of migration into the lands that lay beyond 
it to the west. It was also one of the rallying points at which 
the Mormons assembled before their final journey into the 
wilderness to discover their Zion in the valley of the Great Salt 
Lake. 

The first press at Kanesville was that used by Elder Orson 
Hyde for beginning the publication of the Frontier Guardian, a 
Mormon weekly, the first issue of which probably appeared in 
February, 1849. Within a short time, the California gold rush 
reached flood stages, and the Guardian chronicled the arrival and 
departure of the California emigrants. In June, 1850, the 
Guardian published figures showing that 4,500 wagons and 22,000 
head of stock had already passed through Kanesville that year. 

At Kanesville the parties of adventurers replenished their sup- 
plies and reorganized their forces before their departure into the 
lands beyond the frontier. For the most part, the California 
parties were regularly organized bands or companies, under 
strict regulation and discipline by elected leaders. The Guardian, 
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for example, published in its columns the “Laws and Resolutions 
of the Cassville and Beetown Emigrating Company,’ and gave 
similar publicity to other groups, such as the Iowa and Wisconsin 
Emigrating Company, the Eagle Prairie Company, the Missouri 
and Iowa Mining Company, and others. 

An extremely interesting printed document of those days, and 
one of the earliest specimens of Kanesville printing that has 
survived, is a little leaflet containing the resolutions of the Beloit 
Company, a group of emigrants mostly from the southern part 
of Wisconsin, with a few members from Illinois and Indiana. It 
is dated “Kanesville, May 7th, 1850,” and carried the imprint 
“Frontier Guardian, Print.” It was found among the pages 
of a long and detailed manuscript journal kept by Silas New- 
comb, of Madison, Wisconsin, from April 1, 1850, when he left 
his home, until March 31, 1851, when, after many adventures, 
he reached his final destination in Oregon. On May 8, 1850, he 
pasted to one of the pages of his journal the printed blue folio 
broadside containing the organization and roster of the Beloit 
Company, to which he added his own name in writing. (See 
frontispiece. ) 

Earlier than this broadside specimen of printing at Kanesville 
is another printed document of even greater historical interest 
and importance. This is the “Constitution of the State of 
Deseret,’ issued by Orson Hyde at Kanesville in 1849. The 
advance guard of the Mormon migration to Utah had reached 
their new home in July, 1847, more than six months before the 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo made the Rocky Mountain and 
Great Basin region officially a part of the United States. Early 
in 1849, as the United States government had done nothing to 
provide the new domain with the machinery of civil government, 
the Mormons took the initiative and organized the State of 
Deseret, electing Brigham Young as its first governor. The 
printing of the constitution of the new state at Kanesville was 
doubtless in the interests of the Mormons there who had not yet 
reached the point of preparing to move westward. 

The two imprints here described are no doubt the earliest 
known products of the press at Council Bluffs other than the 
newspaper. The Beloit Company broadside is probably unique, 
as all copies of it must have perished except the one which Silas 
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Newcomb pasted in his diary. Of the “Constitution of the State 
of Deseret,” not more than three or four copies have survived, 
one of them being in the Harvard College Library. Its rarity 
may be judged from the fact that at a book auction some eight or 
nine years ago the only known copy of this 16-page pamphlet 
not then preserved in a library was sold at $1,030. 


GOVERNOR GRIMES HOLDS A RECEPTION 


James W. Grimes relinquished the office of governor of Iowa 
on January 14, 1858, was elected United States senator January 
16, and on January 19 gave a reception at the Demoine House, 
the leading hotel of the new capital city. This was the first ses- 
sion of the General Assembly that met in Des Moines. In its 
issue of January 14, 1900, the Iowa State Register, see files in 
the Newspaper Division of the Historical, Memorial and Art 
Department of Iowa, in giving a series of historical reminis- 
cences, has the following concerning this reception of Senator 
elect Grimes: 


One of the great levees given at the famous hostelry (Demoine 
House) was that given by Governor Grimes in honor of his election as 
United States senator. The Governor was never noted for the tidiness 
of his wearing apparel, and was often seen trudging from the Demoine 
House over to the Capitol Building through the mud, generally with 
his pants stuck in his boot tops, or else one leg in the boot top and the 
other rolled up, while the rest of his dress was worn in a don’t-care 
sort of manner—in fact it was on the slouchy order. Now, in giving 
this grand reception he did not send his invitation cards around by 
another person, but trudged about and delivered them himself. But 
when the guests—the members of the legislative, the state officers, 
judges of the Supreme Court and leading citizens began to arrive they 
found a great surprise awaiting them, for there stood the senator elect 
clothed in a spick-and-span new full dress suit, patent leather shoes 
and kid gloves. This little incident furnished food for talk for the 
frontier town for many months. The old settlers even say that it was 
one of the grandest soirees ever given in the city. 


THE PLACE-NAMES OF VAN BUREN COUNTY, IOWA 


By T. J. Firzparricx 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Neb. 


(Continued from the July Number) 

Mount Zion. A station on the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific 
Railway in the southeastern part of section 7 of Van Buren Township. 
The site was laid out in March, 1860, by John and Alexander Taylor. 
The first name used for many years was Summit, a locally descriptive 
name as the site was on the divide. The present name is derived from 
Mount Zion, Palestine. The local Methodist Episcopal church was 
probably dedicated Mount Zion after which the village was directly 
named. Haskell’s map, 1876, indicates Summit as being about a mile 
southeast of Mount Zion, that is the two places were separate entities. 

The post office of Mount Zion, Van Buren County, Iowa, was estab- 
lished on July 26, 1861, with the appointment of Alfred J. Purviance, 
postmaster. His successors were: George W. Miller, October 29, 
1866; J. W. Ogilbie, June 10, 1870; George W. Miller, May 6, 1870; 
Jacob J. Frazee, April 4, 1881; William Ager, January 31, 1883; Thomas 
E. Campbell, April 29, 1893; Frank L. Moore, June 3, 1897; Anna E. 
Johnson, January 7, 1898; Joseph M. Freshwater, May 3, 1902; Joseph 
H. Wiley, December 26, 1902; Anna M. Nelson, September 7, 1918; 
Clay H. Bell, September 27, 1920; and Archibald S. Williams, Septem- 
ber 15, 1921, who was still serving in 1929. 

Mount Zion. A rural church in the southeastern part of north 
section 18 of Des Moines Township, at the cross highways, about a mile 
east and three miles north of the village of Cantril. It was so dedicated 
in memory of the biblical name, Mount Zion, the name of the highest 
hill of Jerusalem, Palestine. Zion is from the Hebrew Tsiyon, meaning 
sunny; that is, a sunny place or a sunny mountain. 

Mount Zion. A rural school along State Highway Number 1, on 
the east side of the northeast quarter of section 7 of Van Buren 'Town- 
ship, over a half mile north of the town of Mount Zion and about a 
quarter of a mile south of the rural Presbyterian church also known as 
Mount Zion. The name of the school is for the nearby town. 

Mup Creex. The locally descriptive name of a small stream rising in 
the southwestern part of section 27 of Cedar Township, in the vicinity 
of Frog Pond rural school, runs southeastward and enters Henry 
County on the east side of section 36 of Cedar Township, Van Buren 
County. 

Mun Creex. A small stream rising in the southeastern part of 
section 14 of Henry Township, flows east and northeast to the Des 
Moines River near the northeastern corner of section 18 of Bonaparte 
Township. The name is locally descriptive. 

Napoteon. A projected, early village along the south side of the 
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Des Moines River opposite the village of Bonaparte. The site was in 
the northern part of section 17 of Bonaparte Township. The village 
was named for Napoleon Bonaparte, emperor of France. It failed of 
permanency. The word Napoleon comes from the Greek language and 
means lion of the forest dell. About ten places in the United States 
have been named Napoleon. None has ever become more than a 
village; some are extinct. 

New Lexrxcron. A pioneer town and post office in existence 
before 1840 on the south side of section 7 of Bonaparte Township, about 
a mile west of where Bonaparte now stands. The development of 
Bonaparte sapped the vitality of New Lexington and the village site 
lapsed into a farm.2° The site was near the mouth of Lexington Creek 
which carries the name of the early village. The name New Lexington 
was in contradistinction to another pioneer village situated about eight 
miles farther up the Des Moines River near the mouth of Rock Creek. 
Jesse Williams’ map, 1840, places Lexington on the site of New Lexing- 
ton, a short distance east of the mouth of Lexington Creek. 

The post office was established as New Lexington, Wisconsin Terri- 
tory, on April 6, 1837 (later changed to Iowa Territory) with William 
Fallis, postmaster. His successors were: Robert Moffett, November 
30, 1837; John Cox, October 2, 1839; Thomas J. Cox, September 16, 
1840, who served until January 19, 1842, when the office was moved 
to the village of Bonaparte and given the same name under a new 
appointment. 

New Marxer. This was another name for the pioneer village of 
Black Hawk City, which was located in section 7 of Village Township, 
across the Des Moines River from Iowaville. New Market was founded 
in 1848 by Andrew J. Davis and the buildings were torn down in 1861. 
As Iowaville began in 1838 the name New Market was locally descrip- 
tive. See Black Hawk City. 


The post office of New Market, Van Buren County, Iowa, was estab- 


lished March 14, 1850, with the appointment of Andrew J. Davis, 


postmaster. His successors were: Calvin P. Davis, June 30, 1852; 
David Doud, Jr., April 23, 1860; and Andrew J. Davis, March 6, 1863, 
who served until the office was discontinued January 14, 1865. 

Nues. This is a station on the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy 
Railroad in the southeastern part of section 5 of Des Moines Township. 
The village was laid out in 1855. 

The post office of Niles, Van Buren County, Iowa, was established 
April 12, 1860, with the appointment of Henry King, postmaster. His 
successor was William A. Blizzard, February 14, 1868, who served 
until the office was discontinued on March 9, 1874. 

The hamlet of Niles, Iowa, was probably named for John Milton 
Niles (1787-1856), an American journalist and statesman of Connecti- 
cut. He studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1817. The same 
year he established the Hartford Times which he managed for many 


_ 


80ANNALS OF Iowa, Third Series, Vol. XIII, p. 443. 


PLACE-NAMES OF VAN BUREN COUNTY 89 


years. In 1835 he was appointed U. S. senator, serving four years. In 
1840 he was appointed postmaster general by President Van Buren, 
serving about a year. In 1842 he was elected to the U. S. Senate, 
serving until 1849. In 1851 he went to Europe. He wrote numerous 
works, as lives of Perry, Lawrence, Pike, and Harrison; histories of 
South America and Mexico, etc. 

Nurs. A rural school at the forks of the highway in the south 
central part of section 5 of Des Moines Township in the vicinity of 
Niles Station. The school district, Number 3, has the same name, 
Niles. 

Nixon. The name of a rural school of district Number 2 in the west 
central part of the northwestern quarter of section 10 of Harrisburg 
Township, nearly two miles north of the Harrisburg Baptist Church. 
It was named after an early settler, probably Isaac Nixon, whose 
daughter, Mary Nixon Keck, was a resident of the vicinity; possibly 
for Samuel Nixon, a prominent farmer of section 31 of Cedar Township. 

Norrn Lresanon. The name of a rural school on the west side of 
section 36 of Chequest Township in district Number 5, about three- 
fourths mile north of the hamlet of Lebanon. The name is locally 
descriptive, being north of Lebanon. The school district also has the 
name North Lebanon for the same reason as the school. 

Norru Srar. A rural school of district Number 10 on the north 
side of section 32 of Harrisburg Township, near Coates (Honey) 
Creek, about three miles north of the village of Bonaparte. The school 
is on rising ground, facing the north, which situation probably suggested 
the name. The schoolhouse site is on the north side of “Honey Creek” 
stock farm of Max. Mahler. 

Oax Grove. The name of a rural church in the southwestern part 
of section 33 of Lick Creek ‘Township, three-fourths mile north and 
three miles west of the village of Kilbourne. It receives its name from 
the grove of oak trees in the vicinity of the church. 

Oax Hirz. The name of a rural school at the forks of the highway 
near the east side of section 3 of Farmington Township, about a mile 
southwest of the village of Farmington. A rising piece of ground in 
the vicinity covered by an oak grove seems to have suggested the name. 

Oaxtannp. A laid-out site in Washington Township, adjoining Ben- 
tonsport on the south side. It was surveyed September 9, 1857; Samuel 
E. and Mercy C. Payne, proprietors. The name is more or less locally 
descriptive. 

Oax Pornr. A locally descriptive name for a rural post office in 
the northeastern part of section 5 of Jackson Township. The post 
office has long since been discontinued. 

The post office of Oak Point, Van Buren County, Iowa, was estab- 
lished June 29, 1849, with the appointment of David Mowrie, post~- 
master. His successors were William Edmonson, June 15, year illegible, 
possibly 1865; John C, Edmonson, November 16, 1866; William F. 
Edmonson, December 10, 1872, and Barnet Bonar, May 6, 1880, under 
whom the office was discontinued June 23, 1880, 
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Ouive Brancu. The biblical name of a rural school in district Num- 
ber 5 in the west central part of the north section 10 of Jackson Town- 
ship, near the headwaters of an affluent of Fox River. 

Pazestine. The biblical name of a pioneer place south of the Des 
Moines River. In early days it was extensively promoted but failed of 
permanency. According to Jesse Williams’ map, 1840, the site was in 
the northeastern corner of section 17 of Bonaparte Township, thus 
nearly opposite the town of Bonaparte. 

Pamexo. A pioneer post office represented on Henn, Williams & 
Co.’s map of 1855 as being near where Selma now is. Parker, in The 
Iowa Handbook, 1856, also for 1857, page 180, gives the name as 
Pameka. 

The post office of Pameko, Van Buren County, Iowa, was established 
June 9, 1854, with the appointment of Adam H. Young, postmaster. 
His successors were: Frederick A. Stump, May 21, year undecipherable, 
1855 or 1856; and William H. Morgan, January 30, 1857, who served 
until the office was discontinued the following May 21, 1857. 

Parkersvitte. The name of a place indicated on Jesse Williams’ map 
of Iowa, 1840, as being in the northwestern part of section 17 of Union 
Township. The site was about a mile southeast of the village of Birm- 
ingham. The place was probably named for Samuel Parker, an early 
pioneer of Van Buren County, and a member of the first session of the 
territorial House of Representatives of Iowa. Later he became a 
resident of Oregon. Parkersville was still indicated as late as 1858 on 
geological map of the eastern half of the state of Iowa, 1857, published 
volume 1, part 1, of Hall’s Geological Survey of Iowa, 1858. 

PuirapeLtpnia. An early pioneer village in the southeast corner of 
section 2 of Lick Creek Township, near or by the Des Moines River, 
at the site of an Indian camp and in the vicinity (west) of the mouth 
ot Lick Creek. It was founded in July, 1839, by John Patchett, and 
named Philadelphia, apparently after the city in Pennsylvania. This 
name it retained for many years and then was changed to Kilbourne, 
which see. Colton’s map, 1844, erroneously indicates Philadelphia near 
where Pittsburg now is. 

Prercevitre. An inland hamlet in the northwestern corner of section 
18 of Harrisburg Township, extending into the southeastern corner of 
section 12 of Washington Township. It was laid out August 25, 1855, 
by Roswell T. and Horace Dibble. A post office was early established 
which continued for many years. It was probably named for Franklin 
Pierce (1804-1869), fourteenth president (1853-1857) of the United 
States, and who was president at the time of the naming. 

The post office of Pierceville, Van Buren County, Iowa, was estab- 
lished February 22, 1865, with the appointment of West C. Walker, 
postmaster, who served until the office was discontinued June 29, 1869. 
The post office was re-established October 14, 1869, with the appointment 
of William Gaddis, postmaster, who served until June 30, 1884, when 
the office was again discontinued. The office was again re-established 
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April 19, 1886, with John T. McLain, postmaster. The successors were: 
George C. Mendenhall, March 2, 1887; Elmer E. Rowe, April 27, 1889; 
Henry Dunn, December 28, 1889; John A. Morris, March 20, 1902, who 
served until the office was finally discontinued March 31, 1903. 

Pronrrr. The name of a rural school in the southwestern part of 
section 17 of Vernon Township, nearly four and a half miles north of 
the village of Mount Sterling. The name Pioneer was doubtless given 
the school in recognition of its early establishment. The school district 
Number 7 is also known as Pioneer. It comprises sections 17 to 20 and 
three-fourths of 16. 

Prrrssurc. The site of this village is on the west side of the Des 
Moines River, adjacent to the mouth of Chequest Creek, and in section 
27 of Van Buren Township. It was founded in March, 1839, by 
Ephraim Warner, A. B. Williams and John Groom. A post office was 
early established with Cyrus Gibson postmaster. A mill was built in 
the vicinity in 1836. The village prospered for many years, but as the 
railroads missed the place it declined after 1870. It was named for 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. The original name was Rising Sun. Portions 
ot the original plat of the town were vacated by an act of the legisla- 
ture approved January 13, 1849. The early spelling of the Iowa village 
was “Pittsburgh.” 

The post office of Pittsburg, Van Buren County, Iowa, was estab- 
lished as Rising Sun January 11, 1840, with the appointment of Cyrus 
Gibson, postmaster, and under whom the name of the office was changed 
to Pittsburg June 13, 1844, with his reappointment. His successors 
were: Phineas M. Janny, August 29, 1845; George Kisinger, May 30, 
1849; Archibald M. Donald, June 18, 1851; Thomas Rankin, June 16, 
1853; Archibald M. Donald, April 19, 1854; Mark A. Newton, February 
5, 1856; William Funk, December 30, 1856; Meshack Kent, July 7, 1857; 
Thomas Rankin, March 16, 1860; James C. Claypool, May 19, 1862; 
Boyleston S. Wilson, March 30, 1866; Joshua H. Duffield, October 9, 
1868; John C. Smith, April 14, 1870; John M. Bonner, September 9, 
1875; John C. Smith, February 2, 1877; L. S. Funk, April 20, 1877; 
Voltaire P. Twombly, July 20, 1877; Joshua H. Duffield, April 16, 1878; 
Charles M. Johnston, February 28, 1879; George W. Lewis, March 18, 
1880; O. S. Wilkins, March 28, 1881; James M. Elerick, May 9, 1888, 
and James B. Stong, July 5, 1892, who served until the office was dis- 
continued March 31, 1903. 

The Plat Book, 1897, page 34, has the legend “Pittsburg originally 
Troy located in Van Buren township.” 

Pueasant Hux. This village is across the Des Moines River and 
south from Keosauqua, in section 36 of Van Buren Township. It was 
founded March 20, 1850, by John Purdom. It may be considered a 
suburb of Keosauqua. The name is more or less locally descriptive. It 
is now sometimes called South Keosauqua, a locally descriptive name, 
The neighborhood school district also has the name Pleasant Hill. 

Purasant Praix. A rural school in district Number 1 on the north 
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side of the northeast quarter of section 11 of Village Township, three 
miles east and a mile north of the village of Selma. The name of the 
school is locally descriptive. The district comprises sections 1, P55, AU 
and 12. 

Prymourn. The village site was laid out on the north side of 
section 35 of Farmington Township adjoining Farmington on the north 
and by the Des Moines River. The place was founded April 26, 1842, 
by Edward and John Colton, and later promoted by Colonel Oliver 
H. P. Scott. A lock and dam were formerly here as well as a large 
flouring mill. The name derives from Plymouth, Massachusetts, which 
in turn was named for Plymouth, England, at the mouth of the River 
Plym, hence the name. See Plat Book, 1897, page 10. 

Porrtanp. A village site was laid out in section 26 of Village 
Township, on the south side of the Des Moines River, opposite Doud’s 
Station, and near the mouth of Holcomb Creek. It was founded in 
1834 by Samuel Holcomb, Robert Leggett, David Maggard and others. 
In 1847 the plat was entered by John Alexander, Ira Claflin and O. S. 
Freeman, county commissioners. A post office was early established 
with Samuel M. Brice, postmaster.*! It was directly or indirectly named 
for Portland, Maine, which in turn derived its name from Portland, 
England. Sometime in the eighties Portland, Iowa, was rechristened 
Leando. 

According to G. G. Wright’s dddress, page 15, Portland was laid out 
in 1839 by John Tolman of Portland, Maine; thus directly naming the 
Iowa village after his old home place. 

The post office of Portland, Van Buren County, Iowa, was established 
January 11, 1840, with the appointment of Samuel M. Brice, postmaster. 
His successors were: James S. Park, September 12, 1840; John M. 
Doud, October 19, 1846; Aaron Park, June 27, 1849; William H. Hol- 
comb, December 12, 1849; John D. Woodworth, October 27, 1851; John 
P. Brown, April 29, 1855, and Eliab Doud, May 2, 1862, who served 
until the office was discontinued on August 9, 1864. _ 

Porroro, For nearly nine years the early name of the post office at 
Keosauqua, which see. The word is Spanish and means port or land 
of gold; used locally more in the sense of beautiful land or pleasant 
place, thus locally descriptive. The name is very unusual if not unique; 
not occurring in Lippincott’s Gazetteer. The pioneers gave the name 
as Port Oro, but the U. S. Post Office Department records, though very 
illegible, indicate one word, as Portoro. 

Porrers Brancu. A small run rising in the southwestern part of 
section 3 of Bonaparte Township, runs southwest to the Des Moines 
River on the north side of section 16 of the same township, a short 
distance (nearly a mile) below (east) of the town of Bonaparte. The 
stream received its name from a nearby pottery factory which was 


31 The History of Van Buren County, Iowa, 1878, page 503, erroneously gives 
the honor of being the first postmaster to James Pork. This is a typographical 
error for James S, Park, who, however, was the second postmaster, not the first. 
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started in 1866. On some maps as Plat Book, 1897, page 4, the name 
is Potters Creek. 

Praretme Corners. The locally descriptive name of a rural school on 
the highway in the east central part of section 26 of Cedar Township, 
in district Number 1. 

Prarrre QueeN. The name of a rural school in district Number 2 in 
the northeastern corner of section 28 of Vernon Township. The name 
appears to be locally descriptive, the site being on the prairie where 
formerly spiraeas (prairie queen) bloomed. The irregular school district 
is also known as Prairie Queen. 

The schoolhouse is in a rather elevated situation and has a belfry; 
seemingly in a commanding position on what was formerly a prairie. It 
has been asserted that because of these facts some one’s fancy suggested 
the name Prairie Queen. 

Provinence. The name of a Baptist, rural church on the south side 
of section 9 of Chequest Township. Andreas’ Atlas, 1875, gives the 
site one-fourth mile south, at the forks of the highway in the north 
central part of section 16. The church was so dedicated in recognition 
by the members of the guidance of divine providence in their affairs. 

Rep Oax. The name of a rural school on the west side of section 20 
of Lick Creek Township, about two miles east and three-fourths mile 
north of the village of Douds Leando. The school receives its name 
from the grove of red oak trees (usually given as Quercus rubra) in the 
vicinity. The school district Number 4, comprising all or most of 
sections 17 to 20, northern halves of 29 and 39, is also named Red Oak. 

Reevs Creex. The stream rises by several branches on the eastern 
side of Harrisburg Township in sections 13, 14 and 15, flows southward 
and enters the Des Moines River near the center of section 15 of 
Bonaparte Township. It is almost the counterpart of Coates Creek 
except that it is more sinuous in its lower course. The name is probably 
local in origin, being for a resident of the vicinity, Samuel C. Reed, 
who settled in the neighborhood about 1835. Reed Creek is a frequent 
form of the name.*2 The U. S. soil survey map, 1917, gives it as Reeds 
Creek, as does also Jesse Williams’ map, 1840. An important affluent 
comes from Lee County, coursing westward in or near the southern 
part of section 12 of Bonaparte Township, reaching Reeds Creek near 
the line between sections 11 and 14. 

Rince. The name of a rural school on the north side of section 11 of 
Chequest Township and of the school district Number 1, comprising 
sections 1, 2, 11 and 12. The name is locally descriptive as the school- 
house site and district are on the divide or ridge between the Des 
Moines River and Chequest Creek. The irregularly running road east 
and west through the district follows the summit of the divide and is 
known as the Ridge road. 

Ristnc Sun. This was the early and original name for Pittsburgh, 
founded in March, 1839. As the village site faced the east with an 


32Jowa Geol. Survey IV, p. 205. 


94 ANNALS OF IOWA 


unobstructed view the name was locally descriptive. See Pittsburg. 
The name was changed from Rising Sun to “Pittsburgh” by an act of 
the legislature of the Iowa Territory, approved February 17, 1842.9 

The most important place with the name Rising Sun is in south- 
eastern Indiana on the north (locally west) bank of the Ohio River and 
is the county seat of Ohio County. Its situation is such as to suggest 
a locally descriptive name. At least five other places in the United 
States have been named Rising Sun. The name of the village in Iowa 
may have been in part at least for the town in Indiana. 

Rocuester. This place was laid out early in 1837 by M. D. Strong, 
J. S. Wells and William W. Corrill. On March 21, 1837, efforts were 
made to make it the county seat. The territorial legislature of Wiscon- 
sin passed an act declaring it the county seat but this was recon- 
sidered and voted otherwise. The place now exists only in memory. 
It was probably named for Rochester, Indiana, Pennsylvania, or New 
York. Rochester, New York, was named for Colonel Nathaniel Roches- 
ter. Several towns in the United States are named Rochester, some 
of them for Rochester, New York, others for Rochester, England. 
According to Jesse Williams’ map, 1840, the site of Rochester, Iowa, 
was on the north (Jocally west) side of the Des Moines River, near 
the center of section 29 of Van Buren Township, about two miles north- 
east of where the town of Keosauqua now is. 

Rock Creek. The name of a small stream in Cedar Township. It 
rises in the southern part of section 17, courses irregularly eastward 
and leaves Van Buren County in the southeastern part of section 13. 
The rocky bed of the creek gives the name to the stream, hence locally 
descriptive. 

Rock Creek. A small stream rising by two branches in the north- 
eastern and northern part of section 4 of Washington Township, flows 
southward and empties into the Des Moines River near the center of 
section 21 of the same township. The name is locally descriptive, the 
creek having a rocky bed. 

Rosser. The name of a rural school in district Number 7, north of 
Holcomb Creek, and on the east side of the southeast quarter of section 
30 of Village Township. It was named for George N. Rosser, an early 
resident of the same section and owner of the land, including the school 
site.** The district comprises sections 29 to 32, inclusive. Mr. Rosser 
was a representative in the Fifth, Fifth Extra and Thirteenth general 
assemblies of Iowa. He settled in the vicinity of the school in 1838. 
He is credited with teaching in 1842 the first school in the neighbor- 
hood.*° 

Russert. The name of a rural school on the south side of the south- 
east quarter of section 30 of Chequest Township in district Number 7. 
The school was named for a local resident, John Russell, on whose farm 
the schoolhouse site was located. The school district, comprising sec- 


33 Laws of Iowa, 1841-42, p. 106. 


34 Hist. of Van Buren Co., 1878, p. 589; Andreas’ Atlas, 187 . 246, 
85 Hist. of Van Buren Co., 1878, p. 496. ee : 
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tions 29 to 32, was also named Russell. See Plat Book, 1897, page 8. 

Russert. The name of a rural school of district Number 8 at the 
cross highways in the northeastern corner of section 33 of Harrisburg 
Township, over a mile east and three miles north of the town of 
Bonaparte. It was probably named for Adam Russell, an early resi- 
dent and landowner in the southwestern part of section 27, in the 
immediate vicinity of the school. The school district comprises sections 
27, 28, 33 and 34. 

Satem. The biblical name of a rural school on the south side of the 
southeast quarter of section 26 of Union Township, a mile north and a 
mile and a quarter west of the hamlet of Utica. The word Salem is 
derived from the Hebrew word Shalem, meaning peaceful. 

Satuprta. A pioneer village in the southeastern part of Farmington 
Township, about two miles south of Farmington, near the state line. 
The promoter was Abner Kneeland who, with his followers, wished to 
leave puritanical Boston. The village was laid out about 1838 and 
existed for a number of years until disrupted by disagreements. Salu- 
bria is a derivative of salubrity, meaning salutary or healthful, the idea 
being to promote or contribute to some beneficent purpose as was 
anticipated by the colonists. There was never established in Van Buren 
County, Iowa, a post office with the name Salubria. There was a post 
village with this name in Ada County, Idaho. 

Abner Kneeland was born in Gardner, Massachusetts, April 7, 1774. 
He was of Scotch ancestry. His schooling was quite limited, con- 
fined to the common schools of his native village and a single term in a 
distant academy. By his own efforts he became a good scholar, dis- 
tinguished as a linguist, and acquired a reputation as a minister and a 
writer. About 1795 he resided for a short time at Dummerston, 
Vermont, working at the trade of a carpenter and teaching school. 
In 1803 he was licensed as a minister. He held the pastorate at Lang- 
don, New Hampshire, 1805-1811, serving also in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, 1810 and 1811. Other pastorates held were Charleston, Mass., 
1812-14; Whiteside, N. Y., 1817; Philadelphia, Pa., 1818-25; New York 
City, 1826-29, when he retired from ministerial work. In 1831 he 
founded a weekly paper in Boston. In 1834 he stood trial for blas- 
phemy. The case was in various courts until 1838 when Kneeland was 
sentenced to sixty days’ imprisonment. In 1839 he came to Van Buren 
County, Iowa, where he resided, until his death, in the little hamlet he 
helped to found. In Iowa, Kneeland interested himself in developing 
his colony, constructing what was then a mansion, giving public lec- 
tures, and incidentally entered politics, on two occasions running for 
office. He was away a short time teaching a term of school in Helena, 
Arkansas. His liberal views would now attract no particular resent- 
ment, but in his day were violently opposed by the supporters of what 
was then considered orthodoxy. Like most persecutions his was un- 
warranted. Kneeland was a man of sincerity, of marked ability, of 
pure morals, and with a gracious disposition. He died August 27, 
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1844, aged 70 years, and was buried on his farm as was his fourth wife. 
In 1881 the remains of both were transferred to the cemetery at Farm- 
ington. Some of Kneeland’s descendants still reside in the vicinity of 
Salubria. 

Srrcuts Crerx. A small stream, rising in the northern part of sec- 

tion 10 of Chequest Township in the vicinity of Hawkeye school, runs 
north to Holcomb Creek in the central part of section 34 of Village 
Township. The stream was probably named for G. Seitz, an early 
resident in the vicinity of the stream in section 3 of Chequest Town- 
ship.*6 : 
Srrma. A station on the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railway 
in sections 8 and 17 of Village Township, by the Des Moines River. 
Formerly the place was named Independent and the post office Hickory. 
Apparently the railroad changed the name to Selma and the post office 
adopted the same name. It was probably named after Selma, Alabama, 
which is said to be named from the “Songs of Selma” in Ossian. See 
Independent. , 

The post office at Selma, Van Buren County, Iowa, was established 
under the name of Hickory, September 10, 1858, with the appointment 
of Eli Stump, postmaster. His successors were: George Stump, Feb- 
ruary 25, 1861; James M. McLane, July 16, 1861; John A. Bartholomew, 
February 27, 1865; Jacob T. Overturff, March 23, 1866; David C. 
Beaman, October 21, 1867; Frederick G. Adams, October 2, 1873, under 
whom the name of the office was changed to Selma, April 29, 1882, with 
his reappointment; Charles W. Finney, December 31, 1885; Frederick 
G. Adams, February 19, 1889; Henry W. Ritz, August 11, 1893; Mrs. 
Josie Stump, September 14, 1897, and Mary J. Stump, September 30, 
1897, who was still serving in 1931. 

George Stump was a pioneer of the vicinity. He entered a claim 
along Stump Creek, which was named for him. Eli Stump was his son. 
Mrs. Josie Stump and Mary J. Stump are the same person. Her full 
name is Mary Josephine Stump (nee Jackson). She is the widow of 
David Stump, who was one of the younger children of George and 
Mary Stump. Apparently one of the family, Frederick A. Stump, was 
postmaster of Pameko, an earlier post office in the vicinity of Selma. 

Sueriwan. The name af an early inland post office in or near section 
29 of Cedar Township. The post office was doubtless named for General 
Philip Henry Sheridan (1831-1888). 

The post office of Sheridan, Van Buren County, Iowa, was established 
May 3, 1865, with appointment of James Stilwell, postmaster. He was 
succeeded by James H. Rockey, September 13, 1872, who served until 
the office was discontinued December 16, 1874. The office was re- 
established January 22, 1875, with the appointment of James H. Rockey, 
postmaster. His successors were: Sarah M. Rockey, March 15, 1875, 
and William Askew, February 8, 1876, under whom the office was finally 
discontinued March 27, 1877, 
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Sicter’s Mizz. This mill is represented on Henn, Williams & Co.’s 
maps of Iowa, 1854 and 1855, as being on the north bank of Cedar 
Creek, in or near the southern part of section 2 of Cedar Township. 
The mill was evidently named for the proprietor, probably M. Sigler, a 
pioneer resident of Van Buren County. 

Smver Laxe. A former, rather large pond on the east side of the 
northeast quarter of south section 17 of Jackson Township, over four 
miles south and a mile east of the village of Milton. It is on Silver 
Lake stock farm which in 1897 was owned by Ida Bull and in 1918 by 
R. W. Barrow. See Plat Book, 1897, page 21, and Standard Atlas, 
1918, page 37. 

In pioneer days before much prairie had been broken the water in the 
pond was free of silt and reflections showed clearly, hence the name 
Silver Lake. 

Sourn Forrx. A small creek, rising in the south central part of sec- 
tion 20 of Des Moines Township, runs eastwardly to Indian Creek in 
the central part of section 25 of the same township. The name is 
locally descriptive, the stream being south of Indian Creek. 

Sourn Keosavaua. A site with this name was laid out February 19, 
1840, by James Hall, the proprietor. A hamlet resulted which was 
later absorbed by Keosauqua. The name is locally descriptive. This 
place was on the north side of the Des Moines River and distinct from 
Pleasant Hill on the south side, also sometimes called South Keosauqua. 

Sourn Lesanon. The name of a rural school on the west side of the 
southwest quarter of north section 1 of Jackson Township, three-fourths 
of a mile south of the hamlet of Lebanon. The school district Number 
8, comprising sections 1, 12, most of 2 and 11, is also called South 
Lebanon. The name of the school and district is locally descriptive, 
being south of Lebanon. 

Spencer. The name of a rural school in the southwestern part of 
section 6 of Cedar Township in district Number 6, two miles north of 
the village of Stockport. It was named for Absalom Spencer, an 
emigrant from Kentucky and Indiana. He came to Van Buren County 
in the fall of 1841 and settled on the farm where the school was sub- 
sequently established. He died September 14, 1873, and was succeeded 
in the estate by his son, William, also a long-time resident of the 
community.?7 « 

Srar. The name of a rural school near the west side of section 17 
of Chequest Township in district Number 8. Andreas’ Atlas, 1875, 
shows that the school site was formerly at the forks of the road in the 
center of the section, a site since owned by a church. The word star 
is frequently used as a local name and particularly for a rural school. 
The name is short and familiar and readily suggested by a star mail 
route or the phrase “the stars and stripes.” 

Srocxporr. A station on the Chicago, Fort Madison and Des Moines 
(now the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy) railroad in the southeastern 
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part of section 13 of Union Township. The name is locally descriptive, 
the station being used for loading stock.** A village has developed 
along the cross highways about the common corner of sections 18 and 24 
of Union Township and 13 and 19 of Cedar Township. 

Sronr. The name of a rural school at the cross highways in the 
southeastern corner of section 6 of Harrisburg Township. It is situated 
at the center of joint district Number 3 which originally comprised most 
if not all of sections 5 to 8. The school was so named because the 
schoolhouse was built of stone. 

Srory Craret. The name of a rural church at the forks of the 
highway near the center of section 25 of Vernon Township, about two 
miles north of Willits Station. It was named for John Story, an early 
resident of the same section,29 the chapel standing on the northeast 
corner of his farm. The cemetery is about one-fourth mile north.4° 

Srume Creex. A small stream from Jefferson County, runs south 
across sections 5 and 8 of Village Township to the Des Moines River in 
the south central part of section 17, nearly a mile south of the village 
of Selma. The stream was named for George Stump, an early settler 
and claim owner in the vicinity of the stream, the founder of the village 
of Independent, later known as Selma. 

Srumerown. The local name given to the village of Independent, 
after George Stump, the proprietor. See Independent. 

Summer Creex. This small stream rises in the southwestern part of 
section 2 of Union Township, with a branch from the south part of 
section 18 of Cedar Township. It runs east and north to Big Cedar 
Creek in the central part of section 4 of Cedar Township. 

Summir. A site with this name was laid out in March, 1860, by 
John and Alexander Taylor in the southeastern corner of section 7 
of Van Buren Township. As the site was on high ground or divide it 
was given the locally descriptive name of Summit which was used for 
many years. Then the name was changed to Mount Zion, which see. 

Summir. The name of a rural school in district Number 5, along the 
highway in the central part of south section 9 of Vernon Township, two 
miles east of the village of Mount Sterling. As the school site is on 
rising ground the name is locally descriptive. The school district, 
comprising south sections 3, 4, 9, 10, and east halves of 5 and 8, is also 
known as Summit. ® 

Swiers. A rural school located on the south side of section 5 of Van 
Buren Township, two miles west and three and a half miles north of 
the hamlet of Pittsburg. It was named for a local resident, Joseph 
Swiers, on whose farm the schoolhouse site is situated. 

Tayzor. The name of a rural school of district Number 1 in the 
northwest part of north section 14 of Des Moines Township, about three 


_ 38It was named for Stockport, England, by an English-born resident of the 
vicinity.—E.R.H. 


39 Hist. of Van Buren Co., 1878, p. 548. 
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miles southwest of the village of Keosauqua. It was probably named 
for S. Taylor, who resided nearby in section 15. The school district also 
is named Taylor. 

Tuarcuer’s Creek. A small stream on the south side of the Des 
Moines River, opposite the town of Keosauqua. The two branches of 
the stream rise in section 12, flow northward and enter the Des Moines 
River on the east side of section 2 of Van Buren Township. It was 
probably named for Jonathan Thatcher, a millwright, born April 8, 1824, 
in Berkeley County, West Virginia. He went to Ohio in 1826 and to 
Van Buren County, Iowa, in the spring of 1839. He was a representa- 
tive in the Eleventh General Assembly of Iowa. 

Tuomas Jerrerson. The name of a rural school in the southwestern 
part of section 17 (on the line between sections 17 and 18) of Bonaparte 
Township, nearly two miles southwest of the village of Bonaparte. The 
school received its name from admirers of Thomas Jefferson (1743- 
1826), third president (1801-1809) of the United States. In Plat Book, 
1897, page 4, the schoolhouse site is represented as being in the south- 
eastern part of section 18. 

Tom Payne. The name of a rural school in the northwest corner of 
section 10 of Bonaparte Township, nearly two miles northeast of the 
town of Bonaparte. The name presumably is for Thomas Paine (1737- 
1809), the brilliant publicist of the American and French revolutions. 
In Plat Book, 1897, page 4, the school and district have the name Paine, 
which is the correct English spelling. Tom Payne is the spelling given 
by the U. S. soil map, 1917, the French form. 

Tuc Forx. A short run rising in the western part of the north sec- 
tion 5 of Des Moines Township, courses southeast to Indian Creek in 
the northern part of north section 16. See Plat Book, 1897, page 9. 

Union. This township lies on the northern side of Van Buren 
County, west of Cedar, north of Washington and Van Buren, and east 
of Lick Creek townships. It comprises congressional township 70 
north, range 9 west. It was obviously named in harmony with prevail- 
ing sentiment then current, “union now and forever.” 

Union Township, Van Buren County, Iowa, was created by order of 
the Board of County Commissioners in the organizing session held 
January 6, 1841, with the present boundaries, and it was so named in 
the order. The official record reads: “Township 70 North in Range 9 
west in said County is hereby organized and the last named Township 
is hereby named Union and the first meeting of the citizens of said 
Township shall be held at Winchester.” 

Union is a very popular name for townships, rural post offices, and 
district schools. Thousands of places in the United States, mostly 
minor, local ones, have this name alone or in combination. At least 
thirty-seven counties in Iowa have a Union township and sixteen states 


have a Union county. 


41 There is also a Taylor School No. 1 in Cedar Township, one mile north and 
one-half mile east of the center of the township, named for the family adjacent. 
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Untox. Henn, Williams & Co.’s map, 1855, represents a post office 
with the name Union in or near south section 7 of Des Moines Town- 
ship. Evidently the same office is indicated by Hall’s Geological map of 
Iowa, 1857, as being about four miles westward in south section 9 of 
Jackson Township. Being a rural post office it was movable with a 
change of postmasters. It is also probable that these two maps are 
erroneous and that the next office was the one intended. 

Union. A pioneer post office in or near section 34 of Union Town- 
ship, obviously named for the township. See Henn, Williams & Co.’s 
maps, 1854, 1855. 

The post office of Union in Van Buren County, Iowa, was established 
October 7, 1847, with the appointment of John Tarbel, postmaster. 
His successors were: George Cupp, January 27, 1849, and William 
Daniels, August 2, 1852, who served until the office was discontinued, 
March 3i, 1856. 

Union. The name of a church on East Street in the hamlet of 
Upton on the block owned by the Upton Literary Society. The church 
is inter-denominational, hence the name. See Plat Book, 1897, page 10. 

Union. The name of a Methodist free church in the southern part 
of section 6 of Lick Creek Township. 

Union. The name of a rural school at the cross highways in the 
northeastern corner of section 7 of Lick Creek Township in the neighbor- 
hood of Union Church. The school district Number 3, comprising all or 
most of sections 5 to 8, is also named Union. 

Union Corners. This is the early name of the post office at Mount 
Sterling, which see. The name Union was in harmony with sentiment 
then prevailing and Corners was locally descriptive, being then where 
three roads met. 

Urron. An inland hamlet near the middle of section 17 of Des 
‘Moines Township, along the state line. It was founded April 14, 1852, 
by John Upton, after whom the place was named. The school district, 
Number 6, also has the name Upton after the village. 

The post office of Upton, Van Buren County, Iowa, was established 
July 22, 1852, with the appointment of John Upton, postmaster. His 
successors were: Milton Heving, March 23, 1855; Henry T. Patten, 
December 10, 1866; Arthur F. Holder, October 2, 1868; James McCance, 
May 10, 1869; Leonidas M. McCance, January 10, 1884; Edwin N. 
Bryan, January 19, 1887, and Edgar M. Bryan, February 12, 1887, 
under whom the office was discontinued November 22, 1887. The office 
was re-established on October 17, 1892, with George R. Teter, post- 
master, who served until the office was finally discontinued on March 
31, 1903. 

Urica. An inland hamlet at the cross highways in the northwest 
corner of section 6 of Harrisburg Township, now extending into section 
1 of Washington Township. It was founded June 9, 1857, by John 
Whetsel. It was probably directly or indirectly named for Utica, 
Oneida County, New York, which in turn was named for Utica, the 


PLACE-NAMES OF VAN BUREN COUNTY 101 


ancient city in Africa. Over twenty places in the United States have 
this name. 

The post office of Utica, Van Buren County, Iowa, was established 
December 4, 1849, with the appointment of Robert Brownfield, post- 
master. His successors were: John Whetsel, date undecipherable; 
David Johnston, May 4, 1861; Theodore B. Rowley, March 17, 1864; 
Peter S. Sagerty, February 27, 1865; Eli A. Guess, February 9, 1866; 
Jacob Spraker, April 12, 1869; W. Faulkner, December 1, 1880; George 
Howard, May 21, 1886; Kittie Miller, May 31, 1889; Kittie Spray, 
February 17, 1893; Willis A. Whitlow, March 27, 1894; George B. Rowe, 
November 18, 1899, and William H. Teal, December 19, 1901, who served 
until the office was discontinued on July 15, 1903. ; 

Vattey. The name of a rural school on the south side of section 16 
of Chequest Township in district Number 8. As the school is in the 
valley of an affluent of Chequest Creek the name is locally descriptive. 
By Andreas’ Atlas, 1875, the school site was formerly at the forks of 
the highway in the north central part of the section, one-fourth mile 
south of Providence Baptist Church. The school district has the same 
name as the school. 

Vautey. The name of a rural school on the north side and in the 
northwestern part of south section 11 of Des Moines Township, about 
three miles west of the village of Mount Sterling. The school site is 
at the junction of the valleys of Valley Branch and Fox River. This 
makes the name locally descriptive. The school district, known as 
Number 5, also has the name Valley. 

Vattey Brancu. A small stream rising in the southern part of 
south section 5 of Des Moines Township, in the vicinity of Niles Station, 
with southern branches from sections 9 and 15, runs southeast and 
northeast to Fox River in the central part of south section 2 of the 
same township. The stream for its size has an unusually wide valley, 
hence its name is locally descriptive. 

Van Buren. This township lies near the center of Van Buren 
County, south of Lick Creek and Union, west of Washington, north of 
Des Moines:and Henry, and east of Chequest townships. It is quite 
irregular in shape but in the main comprises most of congressional 
township 69 north, range 10 west, with additions from surrounding 
townships. The township was named for the county in which it is 
situated and probably also for its pioneer village. 

The congressional township 69 north, range 10 west, was constituted 
a civil township by order of the Board of County Commissioners in the 
organizing session held January 6, 1841. At the adjourned meeting 
of the board held February 9, 1841, the township was named Van 
Buren and it was ordered that the first meeting of the citizens was to 
be held in Keosauqua. Subsequent changes created the present boun- 
daries. 

Van Buren. A pioneer village in section 36 of Yan Buren Town- 
ship. The site was a triangular piece of ground laid out in 1839 along 
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the northwest side of the Des Moines River. The promoters hoped to 
secure the county seat and named their village after the county. The 
village soon became a part of Keosauqua, which see. The name is 
retained by the township. : 

Vernon. This township lies on the south side of Van Buren County, 
south of Henry, west of Farmington, and east of Des Moines town- 
ships. It comprises fractional parts of congressional townships 67 and 
68 north, range 9 west. ‘The township was apparently named for the 
village Vernon which is now in Henry Township, but was formerly in 
Vernon Township. According to George G. Wright: “Vernon Township 
was so named on the motion of a Mr. Babeock, at a meeting held at 
the house of A. Thomas for the purpose of agreeing upon a name. 
This township was almost the seat of the ‘Missouri War’. 

The congressional township 68 north, range 9 west, and fractional 
township 67 north, range 9 west, were constituted a civil township by 
order of the Board of County Commissioners in the organizing session 
held January 6, 1841. At the adjourned meeting of the Board held 
February 9, 1841, the township was named Vernon and it was ordered 
that the first meeting of the citizens was to be held at the house of 
James A. Brown. Later the northern portion was included in the newly 
created township of Henry. 

Vernon. The village site was laid out in the northwestern and 
northeastern parts respectively of sections 1 and 2 of what is now 
Henry Township, south of the Des Moines River, opposite the village 
of Bentonsport. It was founded June 12, 1837, by Henry Smith, John 
Smith, S. C. Reed and Isaac Reed, and for a time it was called South 
Bentonsport. A post office was early established with John M. Estes, 
postmaster. The village was probably named for Mount Vernon, the 
home of General George Washington, which in turn was named for 
Admiral Edward Vernon (1684-1746) of the British Navy. Lawrence 
Washington (elder brother of George) served under Vernon and named 
the estate in his honor, he then being the owner. The school district, 
Number 5, comprising parts of sections 1 to 3, is also named Vernon, 
after the village. 

The post office of Vernon, Van Buren County, Iowa, was established 
May 12, 1852, with the appointment of John M. Estes, postmaster. His 
successors were: Augustus Bailey, October 30, year undecipherable; 
John M. Estes, July 9, 1859; H. E. Pitkin, May 8, 1861; Henry L. 
Morrill, November 19, 1861; Milton O, Ketchum, January 6, 1865; 
Nelson Mallett, July 26, 1866; Thomas P. Henry, March 22, 1869; 
Zachariah P. Murray, October 29, 1869; David P. Wilson, December 14, 
1871; Chauncey Booth, August 27, 1872; Edward Ware, October 2, 
1872; Nelson Mallett, August 29, 1876; Mary E. Ehrman, November 19, 
1878; W. B. Pitley, December 10, 1878; Joel H. Tracey, January 10, 
1879; Henry Ehrman, October 5, 1888; Oliver H. P. Armstrong, July 
26, 1890; Harvey Robb, March 24, 1892; Susan E. Liggett, October 13, 


42G, G. Wright’s Address, p. 13. 
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1892; Susan E. Fulton, February 19, 1894; Hattie A. Ehrman, August 
9, 1894; Susan Fulton, December 8, 1896, and Frank Scott, September 
23, 1898, who served until the office was discontinued on March 31, 1903. 

Vernon Pram. A locally descriptive name for a rural school in 
district Number I at the forks of the highway in the east central part of 
section 26 of Vernon Township. The school district, comprising sections 
25, 26, 35, 36, and south halves of 23 and 24, is also known as Vernon 
Prairie. See Plat Book, 1897, page 30. The name is locally descriptive, 
being in Vernon Township and on the prairie. 

Vesser Creek. A small stream coming from Davis County, crossing 
the northwestern part of section 18 of Village Township and reaching 
the Des Moines River in the southwest central part of section 7. It 
was probably named for a local resident. 

Virtrtace. This township is in the northwest corner of Van Buren 
County, west of Lick Creek and north of Chequest townships. It 
comprises congressional township 70 north, range 11 west. A number of 
Indian villages were in this region and the white settlers established 
several of their own. The name of the township is apparently locally 
descriptive because of the former presence of Indian villages. 

The congressional township 70 north, range 11 west, was constituted 
a civil township by order of the Board of County Commissioners at an 
adjourned meeting held February 9, 1841. The board named the 
township Village and ordered that the first meeting of the citizens be 
held at the house of John Saylor. 

Wasuincron. This township is in the central part of Van Buren 
County, south of Union, west of Harrisburg, north of Henry, and east 
of Van Buren townships, its south border being on the Des Moines 
River. It comprises a fractional part, the four eastern tiers of sections, 
of congressional township 69 north, range 9 west, with a small addition 
from township 68. The township was named in honor.of General 
George Washington (1732-1799), first president (1789-1797) of the 
United States. 

The congressional township 69 north, range 9 west, was constituted a 
civil township by order of the Board of County Commissioners in the 
organizing session held January 6, 1841. At the adjourned meeting of 
the board held February 9, 1841, the township was named Washington 
and it was ordered that the first meeting of the citizens was to be held 
at the house of William Sumons. 

Wasuincton. The name of a rural school in the northwestern corner 
of section 33 of Henry Township, nearly three miles east of the town 
of Keosauqua. The school district, Number 4, mostly comprising 
section 33, fractional 28, 29 and 32, south of the Des Moines River, is 
also named Washington. The district was originally a part of Wash- 
ington Township, hence the name for the school and district. 

Warerrown. A pioneer place founded May 26, 1837; laid off by 
John Crow, surveyor. The place has long since lapsed into a farming 
community. George G. Wright in his Address, page 16, says: “William 
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Kendrick, one of the justices first appointed, laid out Watertown across 
[the Des Moines River] from Farmington. Jesse Wright bought him 
out, stopped the town, and dispersed the population.” 

Wessrer Rivce. The name of a rural school in the southwestern 
part of section 13 of Bonaparte Township, about three miles southeast 
of the village of Bonaparte. The schoolhouse site is on a ridge or 
divide between two streams. The school was so named by admirers of 
Daniel Webster (1782-1852), the American statesman; the second part 
of the name is locally descriptive. 

West Home Pramiz. A rural school at the forks of the highway in 
the southeastern part of north section 18 of Des Moines Township, about 
three miles north and a mile east of the town of Cantril, and im- 
mediately across the highway north from Mount Zion M. P. church. Old 
maps indicate that formerly the schoolhouse site was in the north cen- 
tral part of section 20. A few years after 1895 the school district was 
divided and two new schoolhouses were built. One was called West 
Home Prairie as given above; the other one, known as East Home 
Prairie, is on the south side of the southeast quarter of section 21 of 
Des Moines Township, immediately east of Home Prairie church. See 
also Home Prairie. 

Wuire. The name of a rural school at the cross highways in the 
central part of section 29 of Cedar Township, in district Number 4, a 
mile and a half east and a mile and a half north of the hamlet of Utica. 
A nearby estate to the northwest is known as the ‘White School” Stock 
Farm, apparently so named after the local school. It is probable the 
school was so named for a local resident. 

Wurrr. The name of a rural school at the forks of the highway in 
the northwestern part of section 27 of Lick Creek Township. The 
township hall is across the highway south from the school. The school 
was apparently named for a local resident. 

Wuire. The name of a rural school in the southeastern part of 
section 19 of Van Buren Township, three miles west and a half mile 
north of the hamlet of Pittsburg. The school was probably named for 
a local resident. 

Wuire Cuaret, The name of a rural Methodist Episcopal church on 
the highway in the southern part of the southwestern quarter of section 
21 of Lick Creek Township. 

Wurre Erm. The name of a rural Free Methodist church in the 
west central part of section 30 of Village Township. It was named 
after the grove of white elm (Ulmus americana) trees in the vicinity. 

Wurre Oax. The name of a rural school in the southeastern corner 
of section 30 of Farmington Township. The school site is a grove of 
white oak trees and Whiteoak Creek is nearby. ‘The school was named 
after the creek. The school district, Number 4, comprising sections 
29 to 32, is also named White Oak. 

Wuirroaxk Creek. This is the name of a small stream which rises 
in the northeastern part of section 22 of Vernon Township, runs south- 
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east to Indian Creek in the northeastern part of section 5 of Farming- 
ton Township. The creek is named for the groves of white oak (Quercus 
alba) trees which occur along its course. 

Wurrren. The name of a pioneer school built in 1842 in the vicinity 
of the village of Portland (later Leando). The school received its 
name from Walter Whitten on whose farm the schoolhouse site was 
situated.48 

Wuey. The name of a rural school in the southeastern corner of 
section 27 of Des Moines Township. It was apparently named for 
James Wiley, an early resident of the same section. A later resident 
was Robert Wiley, who owned most of the southeast quarter of section 
27 and on whose farm the schoolhouse site was situated. See Plat Book, 
1897, page 9. 

Wuurrs. A former post office and a hamlet in section 1 of Vernon 
Township at Willits’ Station on the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy 
Railroad. The station was established on the farm of Eli W. Willits, 
an emigrant and native of Wayne County, Indiana, born October 17, 
1838, moved to Van Buren County in the fall of 1842. The station was 
named for him. The post office was known as Willits and was estab- 
lished with Albert S. Willits (a brother of E. W. Willits), postmaster, 
and it was apparently named for the postmaster. The name is some- 
times misspelled Willets. The U. S. soil map, 1917, erroneously spells 
the name Willitt. 

The post office of Willits, Van Buren County, Iowa, was established 
March 5, 1872, with the appointment of Albert Willits, postmaster, 
under whom the post office was discontinued February 10, 1873. The 
office was re-established January 30, 1874, with the appointment of 
Andrew J. Hultgram, postmaster, who served until the office was again 
discontinued October 24, 1879. The office was again re-established 
January 30, 1882, with Israel B. Chamberlain, postmaster. His suc- 
cessor was Eli W. Willits, May 14, 1887, under whom the office was 
discontinued August 5, 1893. ‘The office was re-established February 19, 
1894, with Philip Eich, postmaster. His successor was John M. Page, 
March 3, 1894, under whom the office was finally discontinued October 
4, 1895. 

Wuurrs. The name of a rural school in district Number 6 at the 
forks of the highway on the south side of the southwest quarter of 
south section 1 of Vernon Township, about a quarter mile south of 
Willits Station. The school district, comprising south sections 1, 2, 11 
and 12, is also known as Willits. The name of the school and district 
is directly for Willits Station and indirectly for Eli W. Willits and 
Albert S. Willits (brothers), early residents and prominent farmers of 
the district. 

Wusonviuze. A former inland post office on the south side of 
section 9 of Cedar Township. The office may have been named for a 
local resident but more likely for Henry Wilson (1812-1875), statesman 
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and vice president (1873-1875) of the United States, candidate at the 
time of the naming.‘t Haskell’s map, 1876, gives the name as Wilson. 

The post office of Wilsonville, Van Buren County, Iowa, was estab- 
lished May 22, 1872, with the appointment of Isaiah Harlan, postmaster. 
His successors were: Francis M. Harlan, July 15, 1875; Walter T. Dow, 
July 12, 1880; Francis M. Harlan, March 22, 1882; Albert F. Howard, 
November 2, 1887, and Isaiah Harlan, July 22, 1891, who served until 
the office was discontinued on April 15, 1901. 

Wisonvittr. The name of a rural Christian church and a school on 
the south side of section 10 of Cedar Township in district Number 2. 
They were probably named for a local post office which was formerly 
situated less than a mile to the west. 

Wrycuesrer. An inland hamlet at the cross roads near the center 
of section 21 of Union Township. It was founded February 29, 1840, 
by John Reynolds and Jefferson Cox, proprietors. A post office was 
early established but has been discontinued. On Henn, Williams & Co.’s 
map of 1855, Utica, Winchester and Birmingham are represented as 
being on the pioneer ridge road from Keokuk to Libertyville in Jeffer- 
son County. There have been at least six places in Ohio named Win- 
chester and as many of the settlers in Union Township were from Ohio 
it is probable the village in Iowa was named for the one in Ohio. 
Many places in the United States have the name Winchester and, 
although a few were named for individuals, yet some of them were 
directly or indirectly named for Winchester, England. 

The village of Winchester, Iowa, was laid out in nine blocks, the 
central one, number 5, being the public square. The streets east and 
west were North, Jefferson, Washington, and South; the north and 
south were East, Main, Jackson, and West. These names are for noted 
personages or locally descriptive. 

Winchester, the capital of Hampshire, England, is on the River 
Itchen, sixty-six miles southwest of London. Before the Roman invasion 
the ancient Britons had a city here which they called Caer Gwent, 
White City. The invading Romans made it a station with the name 
Venta Belgarum, the Venta of the Belgae. The Saxon invaders at the 
end of the fifth century transformed the name Venta into Winte and 
named the town Winte-ceaster, the City of the Winte. From this comes 
the modern name Winchester. 

The post’ office of Winchester, Van Buren County, Iowa, was estab- 
lished July 22, 1840, with the appointment of Abraham S. Holgate, 
postmaster. His successors were: Adonijah Panish, January 21, 1848; 
John H. Day, November 8, 1849; Asa Smith, July 14, 1853; Ezra S. 
Rand, May 11, 1854; Winfield S. Whitaker, December 30, 1856; Thomas 
A. Williamson, March 12, 1858; John M. Whitaker, May 31, 1858; 
David S. Huber, January 11, 1860; Sarah Huber, May 4, year un- 
decipherable; Ezra S. Rand, May 6, 1864; Nathan W. Crane, March 19, 


44 Wilsonville was named for James Faulkner Wilson of Fairfield, member of 
Congress from the First District from 1863 to 1869, later U. S. Senator.—E.R.H. 
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1867; A. A. Fry, January 28, 1868; Adam K. Bechtel, March 22, 1880; 
Richard Workman, March 20, 1882; Hiram G. Christler, January 24, 
1890; Minerva Hawbaker, April 21, 1893; Sarah F. Hawbaker, February 
4, 1899; Mary F. Whitcanack, April 30, 1990; George C. Mendenhall, 
May 18, 1901, and Hiram G. Christler, June 22, 1901, who served until 
the office was discontinued on March 31, 1903. 

Wor Brancu, A small creek rising in the central part of section 
27 of Vernon Township, runs southeast to Indian Creek in the south- 
eastern part of section 2. The stream was apparently named for 
James M. Wolf, an early settler, residing in the vicinity of the stream, 
in section 34, 

Woops. The name of a rural school of joint district Number 9 on 
the west side of section 30 of Harrisburg Township, about two miles 
northeast of the village of Bentonsport. It was named for Alexander 
H. Woods, an early resident and large landowner in the vicinity. Mr. 
Woods was born August 11, 1808, near Wheeling, West Virginia; lived 
in Ohio and Michigan. He married a datghter of William Meek, the 
builder of the Bonaparte mill and dam. Mr. Woods came to Van 
Buren County in the spring of 1837 and settled in Harrisburg Town- 
ship.#° 

Woon’s Miris. An early name for Mount Sterling, which see. “A 
State road was established, in 1847, from Wood’s Mills, in Van Buren 
County, to Bloomfield, in Davis County. John Hale, of Van Buren, 
James Hawkins and Reason Wilkerson, of Davis County, Commission- 
ers. Ordered to meet the first Monday in May.”46 

Zanesvitie. [Note: Lanesville, as listed earlier in this article by 
Dr. Fitzpatrick, and by any whom he may have followed, should have 
been Zanesville. The name came from Zanesville, Ohio, at which place 
was born and brought up J. H. McVeigh, on whose land the post office 
was kept, and who was the second postmaster of Zanesville post office. 
This was for some time after its establishment the post office of the 
subscriber.—E.R.H. | 

Zion. A rural Methodist Episcopal church on the west side of the 
northwest quarter of section 8 of Van Buren Township, about four 
miles west of the hamlet of Kilbourne. 

Zion. A rural Lutheran church in the northeast corner of section 24 
of Village Township, a mile east and a mile north of the hamlet of 
Douds Leando and nearly half a mile east of the hamlet of Business 
Corners. This church and the preceding one were dedicated in memory 
of the biblical name Zion, one of the hills of the city of Jerusalem, 
Palestine, though the name is often applied to the city itself. The name 
Zion comes from the Hebrew word Tsiyon, meaning sunny or fort. Of 
the several hills on which Jerusalem was built Zion is the largest and in 
many respects it has been regarded as the most interesting. 


45 Hist. of Van Buren Co., 1878, p. 606; Plat Book, 1897, p. 11. 
46 Hist. of Van Buren Co., 1878, p. 391 
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SUMMARY 


The total number of names occurring in Van Buren County, Iowa, is 
248. Of these 52 may be considered repetitions, thus giving a net total 
of 196 different names. The repetitions, however, usually name different 
places. 

Of these names, 95, slightly more than 38 per cent, are locally 
descriptive. These comprise by far the largest group. The names of 
the next largest group number 58, nearly 24 per cent, and are in honor 
of local, pioneer settlers. Twenty-six names are in honor of prominent 
men, over ten per cent of the whole number. Twenty-two names, 
slightly less than nine per cent, are transferred ones from eastern 
states or a foreign country. There are fourteen names that may be 
termed biblical, over five per cent. There are nine ethical names which 
convey ideals of the settlers, nearly four per cent. There are eight 
miscellaneous names, over three per cent. Only five names, over two 
per cent, are for animals, and the same number refer to the former 
Indian inhabitants. The remainder, nearly three per cent, includes 
nicknames, three, and unusual names, three. 

The locally descriptive names make an interesting study. Of the 
ninety-five such names, twenty of them are of sylvan origin; that is, 
places with trees about them or in their vicinities. In this class are 
schools: Ash Grove, Brush College (two of them), Elm, Elm Grove, 
Hickory, Hickory Grove, Oak Hill, Red Oak, White Elm and White 
Oak; creeks as: Big Cedar, Cedar, Little Cedar and White Oak; 
churches as: Hickory Grove, Oak Grove and Church Elm, the latter a 
meeting place. There are also Oakland, a townsite, and Oak Point, a 
post office. 

Hight places were named after nearby creeks or rivers. These are, 
schools: Bear Creek and Indian Creek; townships: Cedar, Chequest, 
Des Moines and Lick Creek, and places: Des Moines City and Lick 
Creek, the latter a post office. 

Besides the above-mentioned schools there are twenty-two others 
with locally descriptive names. These are: Big Four, Brick, Brown 
Cottage, Business Corners, Chicken Ridge, Fairview, Flat Rock, Mount 
Sterling, Niles, North Lebanon, North Star, Pleasant Plain, Prairie 
Corners, Prairie Queen, Ridge, South Lebanon, Stone, Summit; Union, 
Valley (two of them), and Vernon Prairie. 

Sixteen creeks or rivers have locally descriptive names. These are: 
Brushy Fork, Copper, Des Moines, Honey, Indian, Lick, Little, Little 
Fox, Little Lick, Mud (two of them), Potters Branch, Rock (two of 
them), South Fork and Valley Branch. To these may be added the 
one lake, Silver Lake. 

Places, localities, or post offices with locally descriptive names are: 
Business Corners, Farmington State Park, Home, Independent, Indian 
Prairie, Iowa City, Irish Bend, Lanesville, Longview, Mount Sterling, 
New Lexington, New Market, Pleasant Hill, Portoro, Rising Sun, South 
Keosauqua, Stockport, Summit, Union Corners, Village and Watertown, 
twenty-one of them. 
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Churches with miscellaneous, locally descriptive names are: Center 
Chapel, Christian, Cumberland Presbyterian, East Union, Harrisburg, 
Home Prairie and Union, seven in number. 

The local, pioneer settlers loom large in this survey. Twelve creeks 
were named after settlers, as: Bakers, Chequest, Coates, Ely’s, Holcomb, 
Miles Branch, Reeds, Seights, Stump, Thatcher’s, Vesser and Wolf 
Branch. ‘Twenty-eight schools honored men, each one being in the 
immediate neighborhood of the school bearing his name. Witness: 
Benjamin, Bradford, Canfield, Crum, Ellis, Gray, Guthrie, Horn, Jones, 
Leech, Leffler, McSurley, Mathias, Miller, Nixon, Rosser, Russell (two 
of them), Spencer, Swiers, Taylor, White (three of them), Whitten, 
Wiley, Willits and Woods. Fifteen places or localities recall to mind 
former residents, as: Baker’s Point, Boyer Station, Brattain’s Grove, 
Cantril, Doud’s Station, Ely’s Ford, Harrisburg (the abortive village), 
MeVeigh, Meeks Mills, Parkersville, Siglers Mill, Stumptown, Upton, 
Willits and Wood’s Mills. Three churches are apparently for local 
people, as: Millers Chapel, Storey Chapel and White Chapel. 

Of the twenty-six places, directly or indirectly named in honor of 
noted men, one notes a varied list. Presidents received recognition in 
the following ways: Garfield, a school; Jackson, a township; Perce, the 
hamlet, Pierceville; Thomas Jefferson, a school; Van Buren, county, 
township and a defunct village, and Washington, a township, school and 
its district. Statesmen are thus recalled: Benton, a village; Franklin, 
two schools; Tom Payne, a school; Wilson, a village, school and church; 
and Webster, a school. Here, too, may be included Lacey, for whom 
Lacey-Keosauqua State Park was in part named. Noted generals are: 
Bonaparte, a town and a township, and also the defunct hamlet 
Napoleon; Henry, a township, and Sheridan, a post office. Niles, 
Postmaster General, has a hamlet; Kilbourne, the railroad builder, a 
village; Girard, the philanthropist, a school, and Black Hawk, the Sauk 
leader, a defunct hamlet. Only nineteen individuals, not a formidable 
list, and in some places the honor is indirect, in which cases the p'ace- 
names are really locally descriptive. 

The transferred names number twenty-two, some of which are in- 
directly or directly locally descriptive. Most of the names in some way 
are connected with the old homes of the pioneers, towns and villages 
in the eastern part of the United States. A very few may directly and 
all apparently are indirectly, more or less remotely, derived from 
England. Here belong the following hamlets or villages, some of which 
no longer exist: Alexandra, Birmingham, Columbus, Farmington, Gains- 
borough, Harrisburg, Lexington, Mechanicsburg, Milton, Philadelphia, 
Pittsburg, Plymouth, Portland, Rochester, Selma, Utica, Vernon and 
Winchester. The townships belonging here are: Farmington, Harris- 
burg and Vernon. There is also the creek Lexington. 

The religious life of the community is reflected in fourteen names of 
biblical origin. These names are: Bethel, two churches; Egypt, a 
school; Lebanon, a hamlet; Mount Moriah, a church; Mount Zion, a 
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village, a church and a school; Olive Branch, a school; Palestine, a 
hamlet; Providence, a church; Salem, a school, and Zion, two churches. 

The ideals of the community are noticeable in such names as: Enter- 
prise, Eureka, Harmony and Hopewell, schools; Salubria, a beneficent 
community, and Union, a township, a post office and a church. 

Names referring to the Indians make a poor showing. There are a 
Fox river, Fox island and a Fox post office in memory of the aboriginal 
inhabitants. There is also Iowaville, on the former site of a village of 
the Iowa Indians. Then there is Keosauqua, a name more or less of 
Indian origin. Three other names which might have been included, viz., 
Indian Creek, a stream and a school, and Indian Prairie, a post office, 
were placed in the locally descriptive list. There is also the mongrel 
name, Chequest, which is really neither Indian nor English. From this 
it appears that the Indians affected but little the life of the settlers, 
the former being mostly gone when the latter came. 

Unusual names are few. There are Hedvolante, the name of an 
early township, as well as its hamlet, and Pameko, an early post office, 
names apparently of uncertain origin and also unique. There are three 
nicknames: Hawkeye, a school; Hickory, a post office, and Dogtown, 
the local name of a hamlet. 

Only a few names refer to animals. These are: Bear Creek, Coon 
Branch, and the avian names of Big Duck Creek and Big Duck Pond, 
all self explanatory. With these may be included Big Duck Marsh. 

The miscellaneous or unclassified names are: Centennial, two schools; 
Leando, village and school; Pioneer, a school; Star, a school; Summer, 
a creek, and Tug Fork, a creek. 

A study of the local personal and transferred names conclusively 
shows that the early settlers of Van Buren County were overwhelmingly 
Americans of English ancestry. Only two or three names are discerned 
to be of Teutonic or other extraneous origin. It is also evident the 
settlers went to the business of naming places with the inborn direct- 
ness characteristic of pioneers. There was no flummery, but there was 
modesty. The names were doubtless more fitly chosen than the meager 
records often indicate. 

An examination of the list as a whole reveals an astonishing homo- 
geneity of the entire county as a community. Notice the long list of 
locally descriptive names; all entered in various ways into the life and 
activities of the settlers. Local pioneer settlers in every school district 
were selected by their neighbors for the highest honor they were able 
to give them. Even the prominent men outside whom the settlers 
honored, all in some way affected the life and aspirations of the local 
neighborhoods. The transferred names in the main reflect their attach- 
ments to their old homes. The biblical and ethical names give an insight 
into the emotions and ideals of the settlers. Even the few names 
referring to the Indians, animals, or even the nicknames in some way 
touched the life of the pioneers. This gives a total of 237, or over 95.5 
per cent of the entire number. Of the remainder there are eight mis- 
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cellaneous or unclassified names. An inspection readily indicates that 
most if not all are a part of the life of the community. This raises the 
percentage to nearly 98.8. The remaining three are unusual names. Were 
the record in all cases ample or complete there would in all probability 
be no exceptions, raising the already known, very high percentage to an 
even hundred. 

ADDENDA 

Bie Four. “The so-called Big Four school district was in fact the 
school district of Iowaville. I assume it was organized when Iowaville 
was still a thriving community, and included land in four different 
counties, namely, Van Buren, Jefferson, Wapello, and Davis. I think 
more of this district lay in Davis County than in any other. Van Buren 
was second and had the largest number of pupils as a rule and Jeffer- 
son third. Wapello contributed only a small part of the territory. 
There were times when more of the pupils lived in Davis County. My 
idea is that the name Big Four comes from the fact that the school dis- 
trict was an independent one lying in four different counties. The en- 
tire district of Iowaville, including additional land in Jefferson and 
Davis counties, is now a part of the consolidated school district of 
Selma.”—A. L. Heminger in letter. 

The above account gives much additional information and does not 
in fact contradict any statement made by the author. On consulting 
one of the early atlases of Van Buren County it will be observed that 
there was a time when the Big Four schoolhouse was in the north cen- 
tral part of section 6 of Village Township and the school district com- 
prised section 6 and portions of sections 5, 7, and 8. But this time was 
long after the organization of the original district and some time before 
the creation of the present consolidated school district of Selma. 

Brusw Correce. There was another rural school with this name in 
the western part of Union Township, so named forthe same reason as 
the others were. 

Center Carer. For many years this church was known as Brush 
Chapel, a locally descriptive name. 

Dovun’s Srarion. “This has always been the name of the town since 
it was laid off by Eliab Doud and his brother, The name of the post 
office has been changed from time to time. When Portland, which is 
just across the river, made application for a post office, the department 
did not care to constitute a new post office under that name. So the 
name Leander was submitted to the department which name was later 
contracted to Leando. After the bridge was constructed the post office 
department united the two under the name of Douds-Leando and then 
later, in order to shorten the name, reduced it to Douds. The names of 
the two villages still remain, the one as Doud’s Station, the other 
Leando. Both are in the same consolidated school district and the name 
of the school district is Douds-Leando.”—A. L. Heminger in letter. 

Harrrorv. A projected townsite with this name was platted in 
north section 5 of Des Moines Township, in the vicinity where the Gray 


schoolhouse now is, 
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Hepvoranre. Mr. A. L. Heminger writes: “The village apparently 
was located about where the township hall is now, in the section [28 of 
Des Moines Township] south of the Home Prairie church.” 

Henry. It is well known that Henry County, Iowa, was named in 
honor of General James Daugherty Henry. Henry Township in Van 
Buren County, however, was probably not so named. Mr. A. L. Hem- 
inger comments as follows: “Henry Township, according to the best 
of my information, was named for Sylvester Henry, who was a member 
of the County Board of Supervisors from Vernon Township when the 
township was divided into two townships, Henry and Vernon. Sylvester 
Henry lived in the north part of the township which was given that 
name [Henry] after the division.” 

In the History of Van Buren County, 1878, page 367, the name is 
given as S. S. Henry. He was a member of the County Board of Super- 
visors from the old Vernon Township for the years 1868-1870. 

Kerosaveva. The entire first paragraph on this town in this contri- 
bution was, with the exception of the first sentence and a later one in 
brackets, a quotation from the History of Van Buren County, 1878, 
pages 467-468. The quotation was indicated and the reference given. 
The account was included in this article for whatever it might be 
worth. So far as the literature is concerned the account has remained 
unchallenged. Mr. A. L. Heminger, attorney, of Keosauqua, Iowa, 
comments on this paragraph as follows: 

“Tt is hardly correct to say that the town was laid off in 1839, though 
it was resurveyed at that time, so as to include the major portion, as 
it is referred to as a diamond-shaped piece of land, which in fact was 
rectangular, and was the northwest one-fourth of section 36. Van Buren 
was laid off in that part of the southwest one-fourth of section 36*which 
is northwest of the Des Moines river. Des Moines was laid off in that 
part of the northeast one-fourth of section 36 which lies northwest of 
the river and the southeast corner of the northwest one-fourth touches 
the river just about the center of the section, and of course the direc- 
tion of the river made an acute angle at the points of these river lots 
where they come together.” 

“On August 6, 1838, it appears of record that Des Moines and Van 
Buren united under one name, Keosauqua. The plat of Van Buren was 
filed May 17, 1837, and appears of record in Deed Record A, page 14. 
It does not appear from the records here that Robert Taylor was one 
of the proprietors, though he and Meshach Sigler and James Manning 
seemed to have been associated with the enterprise at one time.” 

“On the 10th day of September, 1836, the question of the location 
of a county seat was submitted to the voters and two towns were con- 
tending for the same, Bentonsport and Keosauqua, and Keosauqua re- 
ceived the majority of the vote. Keosauqua having been determined as 
the county seat, by resolution of the board of supervisors, the county 
entered the northwest one-fourth of section 36, and under the authority 
of John Carnes, Charles Davis, and John Saylor, county commissioners, 


PLACE-NAMES OF VAN BUREN COUNTY 113 


Van Buren was resurveyed, including a large part of the county ‘quar- 
ter, under the name of Keosauqua. The town plat of Des Moines has 
never been changed but of course it is included within the limits of 
Keosauqua, and the plat was filed at about the same time.” 

ZanesvittE. The word Lanesville was used on the authority of the 
U. S. Post Office Department, manifestly a clerical error. The old 
records are in longhand and one form of the old fashioned capital Z is 
easily mistaken for a capital L, hence the error. Zanesville, Muskin- 
gum County, Ohio, was named for Ebenezer Zane, who, with John Mc- 
Intire, founded the city. 
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RIVALRY OF BURLINGTON AND DAVENPORT 


The Sun stands up manfully for Davenport, and does not 
seem to relish our remarks about its insignificance. Abandoning 
the hope of having the legislature convene at that point the next 
session, it consoles itself with the reflection that ultimately the 
seat of government must be near them. This we grant, and be- 
lieve; but it furnishes the executive with no good reason for 
assembling the people’s representatives at that place now when 
about three-fourths of the population lies below it. The editor 
talks about Burlington “falling into decay.” This is all fudge. 
The population of Burlington at this day is equal to the whole 
of Scott County.—lowa Territorial Gazette, Burlington, I. T., 
August 25, 1838. (In the Newspaper Division of the Historical, 
Memorial and Art Department of Iowa.) 


ABANDONED TOWNS, VILLAGES AND POST OFFICES 
OF IOWA 


By Davin C. Morr 


(Continued from the July Number) 


SAC COUNTY 


Cepar Forxs. Listed as a post office in Sac County from 1857 to 
1858. Its location not found, but supposed to have been in Cedar 
Township. 

Coon Vatiey. A place in section 18, Coon Valley Township. Post 
office, 1879-80. 

Erx Run. A post office (1877-79) in the southwestern part of Cook 
Township. 

Frercuer. The name first given to the present town of Lake View 
when it was platted in 1881. Fletcher was the name of the post office 
from 1880 to 1887. 

Leora. A village platted in 1900 in section 10, Viola Township. 
Post office, 1890 to 1900, except one brief intermission. 

Mercer. A C. & N. W. Railway station in the central part of 
Viola Township, about one mile west of the present village of Carnarvon. 
Post office, 1876-78. 

Mount Hors. A post office from 1875 to 1882 in the central part of 
Eureka Township. 

New Arsany. Platted as a town in 1857 in the northeast quarter 
of section 1, Wall Lake Township, about three miles south and one 
mile east of Sac City, but never developed. 

New Mounicu. Laid out as a town in the southwestern part of sec- 
tion 19, Cedar Township, about one mile east of the present city of 
Sac City, and shown on maps of the 1850’s at least two years earlier 
than any other place in the county. However, it was never built up. 
Sac City was laid out in 1855. 

Ouiver. A post office in the northwestern part of Levey ‘Township 
from 1875 to 1878. 

Perris. A post office from 1898 to 1902 in section 5, Coon Valley 
Township. 

Puito. A post office from 1875 to 1877 in the central part of Clin- 
ton Township. 

Scnonarie. A post office from 1871 to 1874 in the southwestern part 
of Douglas Township on the Raccoon River. 

Sournrorr. Laid out as a town in the eastern part of Wall Lake 
Township in a very early day, but never built up. 

Wueeer’s Rancu. A post office from 1875 to 1878 in section 14, 


Wheeler Township. 
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SCOTT COUNTY 


Auten’s Grove. A post office from 1850 to 1851 and from 1854 to 
1902 in section 27, Allen’s Grove Township. 

Amury. The name of the post office at the present village of Mays- 
ville, from 1851 to 1902. 

Axco. <A post office (1897-1902) in the southeast corner of section 
8, Le Claire Township. 

Batiurr. A post office (1884-90) at a point which is now within the 
northern limits of the city of Davenport. 

Barrwoop. The name of a post office (1881-83) at the same loca- 
tion as was the Walnut Grove post office, which see below. 

Berit. The name of the post office at the town of Parkhurst, which 
see below, from 1839 to 1845. 

Cappa. The name of the post office (1888-1895) at Carlson, which see 
below. 

Cartson. The name of a former railway station and hamlet one and 
one-half miles west of the present station of Noels in Winfield Town- 
ship. 

Cuurcuyitte. A post office in the early 1860's in the eastern part of 
Hickory Grove Township. 

CxiarKk’s Ferry. A post office (1838-39) at or near the present town 
ef Buffalo. 

Easr Davenrorr. Laid out as a town in 1852 about one mile east of 
Brady Street, Davenport, and now included within the present city of 
Davenport. 

Eximaznern Crry. The pioneer name of the present town of Prince- 
ton. It appears on maps from 1845 to 1860 as Elizabeth City. 

Farminc Grove. Listed as a post office in Scott County in 1843, but 
its location not found. 


Gamerit, The name of the post office (1884-1919) at Martin’s Sta- 
tion, Butler Township. 

Girzert. The name of the village from the 1850’s to the 1890’s which 
occupied the site of the present city of Bettendorf. 

Gitzerrrown. A name commonly applied to the village of Gilbert, 
which see above. 

Grenvare. The name of a post office from 1839 to 1841 at or near 
the present town of Buffalo. 

Green Tree. See Green Tree Tavern below. 

Green Tree Tavern. A post office (1878-83) in the northern part of 
the west section 4, Davenport Township, five miles north and one mile 
west of the city of Davenport. It continued as Green Tree from 
1883 to 1903. 

Hickory Grove. A post office (1839-45) in the central part of 
Hickory Grove Township. 


Husam. A post office in Blue Grass Township, from 1882 to 1883. 


Jamestown. A hamlet in the southeastern part of section 3, Buffalo 
Township. Post office, 1889-1904. 


aay 
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Kerr. Listed as a post office in Seer County from 1881 to 1882, 
but its location not found. 

Le Cramer Cenrer. A post office from 1855 to 1856 in Le Claire 
Township. 

Lryw Groye. A post office (1853-59) in the central part of Sheridan 
Township. 

Liywoop. A hamlet in section 24, Buffalo Township. Post office, 
1880-89. 

Mrppterown. Laid out as a town in 1851 between Parkhurst and Le 
Claire, and later included within the town of Le Claire. 

New Burraro. Surveyors making the original survey in 1837 re- 
corded in their notes that they found this town, and the description 
shows it on the same location as the present town of Buffalo. 

New Hamsvurc. A post office 1869 to 1872 in the northern part of 
Hickory Grove Township. 

Parkuoursr. Surveyors making the original survey in 1837 record 
finding this town in section 35, Le Claire Township, and said it was pros- 
pering. It is now included in the northern portion of the town of 
Le Claire. 

Pinynacte Poryr. The name by which the present town of Prince- 
ton was first known. 

Puarxview. A hamlet at the common corners of sections 1 and 12, 
Cleona Township, and 6 and 7, Hickory Grove Township. Post office, 
1873-1902. 

_ Pornr Preasant. A village laid out in 1839 in sections 4 and 5, Win- 
field Township, on the south bank of the Wapsipinicon River. Its life 
was brief. Post office, 1840-44. 

Price. A post office in 1864 in the southern part of Sheridan Town- 
ship. 

RocxincHam. A town laid out in 1836 in section 8, Rockingham 
Township, about four miles below the business section of Davenport. 
The first government surveyors of 1837 note its existence. It was a 
rival of Davenport for several years and contested for the county seat. 
Post office, 1844-47. 

Rounp Grove. A post office (1855-1904) on the north line of section 
8, Cleona Township. 

Spinneyvitie. A hamlet later known as Linwood, which see above. 
The post office was Spinneyville from 1872 to 1880. 

Variry Crry. The name first given (1833) to the present village and 
railway station of Pleasant Valley. 

Waxnur Grove. A post office (1844-72) in the northern part of sec- 
tion 19, Butler Township. 

West Burrato. The rame of the post office from 1841 to 1857 in a 
portion of the town of Buffalo. 

Wutre Sutrener. A hamlet and former railway station in the south- 
ern part of section 13, Buffalo Township. Post office, 1889-1905, 
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SHELBY COUNTY ® 


Auramount. <A post office (1868-74) in the eastern part of Fairview 
Township, about six miles southeast of Harlan. 

Borany. A post office (1859-71) in the northwestern part of Jackson 
Township, about six miles east and a littie south of Harlan. 

Dertance. The post office of Defiance was in existence from 1875 
until the establishment of the town of Defiance, which was in 1882, and 
was in the south part of section 14, Union Township, about one mile 
west of where the town now stands. 

Ex.xuorn. The post office of Elkhorn was established in 1867 and 
was located in the northern part of section 15, Clay Township, about 
three miles southwest of the present town of Elkhorn. It was later 
removed to the village. 

Iren. An embryo town staked out some time in the early 1850’s in 
section 4, Center Township, about three miles northeast of Harlan, on 
the West Nishnabotna River. It attained to one store, was a com- 
petitor for the county seat, but when that was settled in Harlan’s favor 
in 1859, Iten vanished. 

Mattiory. A village established in the 1870’s in section 6, Greeley 
Township. After the coming of the Milwaukee Railway in 1882 it had 
a post office and a railway station for a few years, when they were 
both discontinued. 

Manreno, A village platted in 1856 in the northeastern part of 
section 18, Grove Township, on Mill Creek. Post office, 1856-58. 

Mararnon. The name first given to the present town of Earling 
when it was platted in 1882, and which it kept a few years. 

Pomo. Listed as a post office in Shelby County from 1881 to 1883, 
but the location not found. 


Prairie Rose. A hamlet in section 3, Monroe Township. Post office, 
1899-04. 


Ranrour. A place in the northwestern part of Clay Township, as 
shown on maps from 1861 to 1869. 

Roacu. A Milwaukee railway station in the northern part of Cass 
Township in the early 1880’s. It had a post office from 1880 to 1882. 

Rocupare. The name first given the present railway station and 
village of Botna when it was established in the early 1880's. 

Rock Run. A hamlet in the southwestern part of Cass Township, 
as appears on maps of the 1870's. 

Samison. A post office and Milwaukee railway station from 1879 to 
1882 in section 32, Cass Township. 

Suersyvitte. A town platted in 1854 in the eastern part of section 
27, Grove Township. This was the first town platted in the county and 
was the county seat from 1853 to 1859, when it lost to Harlan. Post 
office, 1854 to 1862 and again from 1875 to 1881. 

Somipa. Mostly called Simoda. Platted in 1857 in the southeastern 


6 Past and Present of Shelby County, Iowa, 1915, by Edward S. White, was 
a helpful source of information in the preparation of this material, 
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part of section 8 and the southwestern part of section 9, Center Town- 
ship, about one and one-half miles east of Harlan, on the West Nish- 
nabotna River. It was a rival of Harlan for the county seat, but when 
it failed in that in 1859 it quickly passed away. Post office, June 19, 
1858 to July 16, 1858. 

Tiszortsyitte. A village of rather brief existence about one-half 
mile southwest of the business section of the present town of Irwin on 
the Botna River. It had a post office from 1880 to 1882. 


SIOUX COUNTY 

Arnor. A post office (1875-86) in section 12, Lincoln Township. 

Beti’s Laxe. The pioneer name of the present village of Middleburg. 

Cariiopr. A town laid out in 1869 on the Big Sioux River and less 
than one mile north of the business section of the present town of 
Hawarden. A portion of it is now included within the corporate 
limits of Hawarden and is still often referred to as Calliope. Calliope 
was the county seat from 1860 until 1872 when it was changed to Orange 
City. Post office, 1862 to 1863, and again from 1869 to 1911. 

Corn Vater. A post office in the early 1880’s in the northeastern 
part of Washington Township from 1877 to 1883. 

Dariinctron. The name of the post office for a few months in 1875 
at what was later the railroad station of Elm Springs, which see below. 

Easr Orance. ‘The name for a few years of its early existence of the 
present town of Alton. East Orange was the name of the post office 
from 1874 to 1882. 

Exm Sprines. A station on the Milwaukee railway for several years 
on sections 14 and 15, Settlers Township. 

Farmer. A post office (1871-85) in the southwestern part of section 
1, Settlers Township. 

Hicuianp Parx. A place in section 12, Eagle Township as appears 
on maps of 1900. 

Irene. A post office (1870-80) in the southern part of section 35, 
Sioux Township. 

Maurice. The name first given the present village and railroad 
station of Matlock in Grant Township when it was established in 1888, 
but the name was soon changed because of a larger town of the same 
name in Sioux County. 

May Berr. A post office (1877-86) in the southwestern part of 
Lincoln Township. 

Neximi. A place in the southwestern part of Garfield Township on 
the Big Sioux River, as shown on maps from 1861 to 1878. 

Osuxosu. A post office (1872-83) in the southeastern part of section 
2, Reading Township. 

Parrersonvitte. The name first given to the present town of Hull. 
It was soon changed to Winland, and later to Hull. Pattersonville was 
the name of the post office from 1878 to 1886. 

Ricxer. The name of the post office from 1882 to 1884 at what is 
now the town of Granville. 
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Rocx Mus. A post office from 1877 to 1879 at or near the location 
of the present town of Rock Valley. 

Royat Rwer. A post office (1871-77) in section 24, Rock Township. 

Suerman. The name of the present town of Boyden during a few 
years after its establishment in the 1870's. 

Wintann. See Pattersonville above. 


STORY COUNTY 


Asuurst. The name for a brief time of the present town of Zearing 
during its founding in the early 1880's. 

Bioomrneron. A town laid out in 1857 in the central part of section 
25, Franklin Township, about two miles north and one east of the 
business section of the present city of Ames. The first term of the 
District Court was held there. Its post office (1858-67) was called 
Camden. 

Boarpman. A railway station on the Northwestern, and a post office 
from 1878 to 1883 in the southern part of Lafayette Township, about 
two miles north of Gilbert. 

Campen. See Bloomington above. 

Cotsyvitte. A post office from 1871 to 1875 in the southeastern part 
of Palestine Township, a short distance south of the present town of 
Huxley. 

Cortece Farm. A post office (1862-66) at the location where the 
state Agricudtural College was established a little later. 

Corieceron. Laid out as a town in 1863 in the northwest quarter of 
the northeast quarter of section 9, Washington Township, now included 
in that part of the present city of Ames south of the State College 
grounds. It was expected the railway station would be located there 
instead of where it now is, at Ames. 

Cortins Cenrer. A post office (1879-81) in the central part of 
Collins Township. 

Dayton. Laid out as a town in 1854 in the northwest quarter of 
section 9, Indian Creek Township, about one mile west of the town of 
Iowa Center, which see below. But little improvement was made there. 

Deriance. A town laid out in 1856 in the northern part of section 
36, Collins Township. : 

Famview. The original name of the present town of Story City. 
Fairview was laid out in 1855, and the name changed to Story City in 
1881. 

Gosurn. A post office (1854-58) in the northeastern part of section 
21, Indian Creek Township. 

Iowa Crenrer. A town laid out in 1855 in the southeastern part of 
section 9, and the southwestern part of section 10, Indian Creek Town- 
ship, three miles north and one mile west of the present town of Max- 
well. It was a prosperous town, the second largest in the county, until 
after the coming of nearby railroads. Occupying the geographical 
center of the state, it had aspirations for the state capital. A store 
and a few dwellings remain. Post office, 1858-1913. 
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Jounson’s Grove. A post office from 1877 to 1880 in the eastern 
part of Richland Township. 

New Arsany. A town laid out in 1855 in the west half of the 
southeast quarter of section 18, New Albany Township, about two 
miles southwest of the present town of Colo. It vanished after the 
coming of the nearby railway. 

New Puizaperenia. A town laid out in 1856 in the east half of the 
northeast quarter of section 6, and three blocks in the northwest part of 
section 5, Washington Township. Post office, 1859-69. It prospered as 
a town until the coming of the Northwestern railway in 1864 when a 
station was located about one-half mile to its north, and the town of 
Ontario was built up there. It is now embraced in the southern part of 
the village of Ontario. Post office, 1858-68. 

Pazestine. A town laid out in 1857 in section 14, Palestine Town- 
ship. 

Preorta Crry. A portion of this important pioneer town was in the 
south edge of section 35, Indian Creek Township. See Polk County list. 

Pornr Patestine. A post office (1861-69) at the town of Palestine, 
which see above. 

Pramie Crry. Laid out as a town in 1854 in the central part of 
section 31, Milford Township. It is said it never had but one house. 

Suerrietp. A hamlet in the southwestern part of Howard Town- 
ship... Post office, 1857-60. 

Smayvi1e. A pioneer hamlet in the northeastern part of section 31, 
Sherman Township. Post office, April 14, 1886 to July 28, 1886. 

Smirurietp. A town laid out in 1854 in the central part of section 
18, Howard Township. It was built up but little. 

Story. A post office (1877-78) at or near Sunset, which see below. 

Summir. Listed as a post office in Story County from 1894 to 1901, 
but its location not found. 

Sunser. A place about two miles west of the town of Zearing. Post 
office, 1878-81. 

Wittow Grove. A post office (1871-79) in the southeastern part of 
Lafayette Township. 

TAMA COUNTY 

Bapcer Hux, A village established in about 1870 in the southern 
part of section 5, Spring Creek Township, about one mile northwest of 
the present town of Gladbrook. Post office, 1867-80. 

Boyvrxa. A post office (1868-73) in the northern part of Buckingham 
Township. 

Bruner. A post office (1856-58) and hamlet a short distance south- 
west of Monticello, which see below. 

Bucxincuam. A pioneer town of some importance from about 1856 
to 1874 in the southeastern part of section 33, Buckingham Township, 
and the northeastern part of section 4, Perry Township, or two miles 
northwest of the present town of Traer. After the abandonment of the 
town a post office of the same name ran a few years in section 22, 
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Buckingham Township, and later yet the present railroad station and 
village of Buckingham was established in section 14. 

Buruervite. A town in the northeast corner of section 17, Indian 
Village Township, on the south side of the Iowa River, about two 
miles northwest of the present town of Montour. Post office, 1856-1901. 
It was previously called Indian Town. 

Carrott. A place in section 2, Carroll Township, as shown on maps 
of 1881. 

Corpvittz. A post office (1872-81) in the southwestern part of sec- 
tion 10, Lincoln Township. 

Cottins Grove. A post office from 1857 to 1858 in the southeastern 
part of Crystal Township. 

Cotumpia. The name of the hamlet as appears on the maps where 
was located the post office of Ola, which see below. 

Conneitit. A post office (1872-75) in section 16, Grant Township. 

Crysrat. A town and post office (1857-1902) in section 14, Crystal 
Township. 

Dryven. A post office (1868-81) shown on some maps in Oneida 
Township near its southeast corner, and on later maps in York Town- 
ship near its northeast corner. 

Ernie. Listed as a post office in Tama County from 1869 to 1873, 
but the location not found. 

Evrexa. A town in the southeastern part of section 21, Richland 
Township. Post office, 1856-59. 

Evercreen. A post office (1869-1900) south of the central part of 
Geneseo Township. 

Famuaven. A post office (1872-91) in the western part of Crystal 
Township. 

Firrrrn Mite. See Fifteen Mile Grove below. 

Firreen Mire Grove. A post office (1867-83) in the southern part 
of section 6, Lincoln Township. It continued as Fifteen Mile post 
office until 1900. 


Fisuervirre. A hamlet in the southern part of Carroll Township as 
shown on maps of 1869. 

Forxs. A post office (1861-66) in the central part of Geneseo Town- 
ship. 

GrnesEo. A post office from 1888 to 1895 in Geneseo Township. 

Haven. The name of the village and post office (1870-1903) previ- 
ously known as Eureka, which see above. 

Hearn. A post office (1859-61) in the southwestern part of Carlton 
Township. 

Herena, A town in the southeast corner of section 9 and the south- 
west corner of section 10, Richland Township. Post office, 1856-96. 

Homan. A place in the central part of Howard Township, as shown 
on maps of 1868 and 1869. 

Horona. A post office in the southeast corner of section 4, Richland 


Township, on the south side of the Iowa River, as shown on maps of 
1875, 
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Howarp. A post office during 1868 in section 2, Howard Township. 

Inpran Town. The earlier name of the village of Butlerville, which 
see above. Indian Town was also the name of the post office from 1854 
to 1856, 

Irvine. A village in the northeast corner of section 1, Salt Creek 
Township. A portion of the village was on the east side of the Benton 
County line. The original village is gone, although there is now a 
railway station and a village grown up near by, and also a post office, 
all bearing the name of Irving. 

Ivuxa. The name by which the present city of Tama was known from 
its beginning in 1862 for a few years. Iuka was also the name of the 
post office from 1863 to 1866. 

Janesvitie. A place in the eastern part of Otter Creek Township 
about six miles east of Toledo, as shown on maps of 1856. 

Kars. A post office from 1877 to 1880 in the southeastern part of 
Carlton Township. 

Kinisaw. <A post office (1854-64) shown on the earlier maps in the 
western part of Salt Creek Township on the north side of the Iowa 
River about one mile southwest of the present town of Chelsea, but on 
later maps on the south side of the river and about two miles southeast 
of Chelsea. 

Mmtann. A post office (1888-1902) in section 6, Geneseo Township. 

Monticetto. A village in the southeast corner of section 33, Howard 
Township, three miles north and one mile west of Toledo, as shown on 
maps from 1856 to 1885. 

Moorrvirte. A village in the eastern part of section 24, Geneseo 
Township. Post office, 1871-1900. 

Oaxwoopn. A post office for a part of 1868 in the southern part of 
Lincoln Township. 

Oua. A post office (1854-63) in the northern part of Columbia 
Township, and about two miles south of the present city of Tama. See 
Columbia above. 

Orrorp. The former name of the present town of Montour. Orford 
was also the name of the post office from 1865 to 1871. 

Orrer Creex. Another name for the present town of Chelsea, as 
appears by maps of 1863. 

Porrer. A post office (1882-1906) in Indian Village Township. 

Ramona. Listed as a post office in Tama County from 1888 to 1890, 
but the location not found. 

Repman. A village in the eastern part of section 25, York Township, 
on the Benton County line. Post office, 1854-63. 

Sarr Creex. A post office (1893-94) and hamlet in the east central 
part of Salt Creek Township, near the Benton County line. 

Sprinc Creex. A post office (1857-60) in section 32, Spring Creek 
Township. 

Tamavitte. A post office (1855-63) in the southeastern part of Otter 
Creek Township, about seven miles east of the present city of Tama. 
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Unionviiz. A place in the southwestern part of Spring Creek 
Township, as appears on maps of 1862. 

Vineyarp. <A post office (1870-77) in the eastern part of section 29, 
Carlton Township. 

Watrnam. A hamlet in the central part of section 3, York Town- 
ship, three miles northwest of the present town of .Elberon. Post office, 
1863-94, 

Wesr Irvinc. The name of the post office from 1858 to 1875 at the 
village of Irving, which see above. 

Wesr Union. A village in the central part of section 11, Perry 
Township, about one mile east of the present town of Traer, as shown 
on maps of 1875. 

Wotr Creek. A post office (1857-73) slightly northeast of the cen- 
tral part of Perry Township, and a short distance southeast of the 
present town of Traer. 


TAYLOR COUNTY 


Brusuy. A post office (1858-61) in the northeast quarter of section 
24, Mason Township. 

Bucuanan. A town in the central part of section 8, Polk Township. 
It was a thriving town in the 1860’s and 1870's. 

Dan. A post office (1870-78) in the southeastern part of section 
10, Holt Township. 

Enop. <A post office (1894-1901) in the southeastern part of Jackson 
Township. 

Graviry. A country post office by this name existed a mile or two 
west of the present town of Gravity, except two short intermissions, 
from 1855 until the coming of the railroad in 1882 and the establish- 
ment of the town. 

Grove. Listed as a post office in Taylor County from 1855 to 1856, 
but the location not found. : 

Guss. A post office (1883-1907) in section 14, Nodaway Township. 

Harmony. Listed from 1868 to 1871 as a post office in Taylor County, 
but the location not found. 

-Hensuw. A post office (1899-1903) on the south line of section 17, 
Nodaway Township. 

Horr. A post office from 1860 to 1892 and again from 1898 to 1903 
in the northwestern part of section 33, Holt Township. 

Jenxs. Another name in an early day for the present town of 
Conway. Jenks was the name of the post office from 1867 to 1870. 

Lanois. A post office (1899-1902) in the southwest quarter of sec- 
tion 11, Polk Township. 


Lronarp. A post office (1883-1903) in the southwest corner of sec- 
tion 11, Holt Township. 

Lexrnctron. A village in the southwestern part of Marshall Town- 
ship, about five miles northeast of the town of Bedford. It was an 
aspirant for the county seat in the early 1860’s. Post office, 1857-64. 

Lircnritp. A post office (1858-72) in section 20, Grant Township. 
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Lone Orricr. A post office from 1857 to 1859. in Platte Township. 

Memory. A post office (1857-82) in the southwest corner of section 
31, Dallas Township. 

Mormonrown. The name by which the present town of Blockton 
was known in its early existence. Mormontown was begun in 1861 and 
the post office went by that name from 1872 until 1887. 

Ovip. A post office in the southeastern part of Ross Township from 
1861 to 1864, and again from 1868 to 1871. 

Puarre. A post office (1868-72) in Polk Township. (See Census 
of Iowa, 1870.) 

Prarreynir. A village in the southern part of section 32, Gay 
Township. Post office, 1856-1903. 

Ruoans. Name of the post office at the railroad station of Sharps- 
burg for a few months in 1883. 

SHarrps. Name of the post office at the present railroad station of 
Sharpsburg from 1883 to 1886. 

Stam. The name of the post office from 1860 to 1906, except one 
intermission, at the town of Buchanan, which see above. 

_ Wrynsor. An early name of the present town of Conway, as appears 
on maps of 1870. 
UNION COUNTY? 

AxasKka. A post office in Jones Township from 1868 to 1869, located 
near the present town of Thayer. 

Bismark. Laid out as a town in 1876 in section 36, Pleasant Town- 
ship, on Grand River, but never built up. 

Epiyeurc. Laid out as a town in 1875 in section 35, Dodge Town- 
ship, five miles northeast of Afton, but not built up. 

Hiewuranp. Laid out in 1855 in section 25, Highland Township, near 
the center of the county. It grew rapidly, contested for the county 
seat, but when Afton won it in 1857, it was soon deserted. 

Hawkeye Crry. Laid out in section 11, Douglas Township, as told 
by Colby’s Atlas of 1876, but never built up. 

Kines. Listed as a post office in Union County from 1855 to 1860, 
but the location not found. 

Ler. A post office (1881-85) in the northeastern part of Lincoln 
Township. 

McDu1. A place in section 12, Dodge Township, as appears on 
maps of 1881 to 1889. 

Mounr Piscan. See Pisgah below. 

Myers. Listed as a post office in Union County from 1858 to 1860, 
but the location not found. 

New Horr. A post office from 1856 to 1880 in the western part of 
New Hope Township. 

Ouro. A post office (1856-64) slightly northeast of the center of 
Pleasant Township. 


7 The History of Union County, by George A. Ide, 1908, has been a helpful 
source of information concerning this county. 
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Outer. A post office (1871-74) near the center of Sand Creek Town- 
ship, about two miles east of the present town of Arispe. 

Parrior. A post office (1861-66) about one mile south of the center 
of Jones Township. 

Perersvittr. A town settled by the Mormons in 1847 in the northern 
pari of section 39, Jones Township, north of Grand River. It was the 
first county seat, 1853 to 1855, losing to Afton in the latter year. The 
town was vacated about 1860. Post office, 1856 to 1858. 

Puno. A post office (1856-64) in the southwestern part of Richland 
Township, about four miles southwest of Afton. 

Piscau. A populous village of huts settled by the Mormons in 1847 
in section 8, Jones Township, about one mile northeast of the present 
railroad village of Talmage. It existed only about four years. Some- 
times called Mount Pisgah. Post office, 1851-54. 

Trnciry. A post office by this name was in existence near the 
southwest corner of Pleasant Township from 1868 to 1881, until at the 
latter date the present town of Tingley in the northern part of Ringgold 
County was established. 

Union Crry. Laid out in 1855 near the northwest corner of section 
21, Platte Township, about one mile southeast of the present town of 
Kent. A stage road town of importance. Post office, 1858-72. 

Wesr Union. Platted in 1854 in section 22, Jones Township, about 
one mile southwest of the present town of Thayer. A busy town on the 
stage line. Vacated in 1863. 

Zauia. A post office (1879-88) in the northern part of section 12, 
New Hope Township, about one and one-half miles northeast of the 
present town of Lorimor. 


VAN BUREN COUNTY8 

Airxanpra. The early name of the present village of Douds. 

Brack Hawx Crry. A village laid out in 1848 in the southwest 
corner of section 7, Village Township, south of the Des Moines River 
and opposite Iowaville. It became extinct about 1861. 

Boyer Starion. A former station on the C., B. & Q. Railroad about 
two miles west of Farmington. There was also a post office of the 
same name there from 1876 for a few years, when it was changed to 
Boyer, and discontinued in 1884. 

Bustness Corners. A village on the north side of section 24, Village 
Township, established in 1846. Post office, 1849-64. 

Corumsus. A pioneer village in section 27, Washington Township, 
on the northeast side of the Des Moines River, about two miles above 
Bentonsport. The government surveyors in 1837 report in their notes 
its existence. 

Des Moines Crry. A village founded in 1839 and now included in the 
northeast portion of the present town of Keosauqua. 


8Our chief source of information on Van Buren County’s abandoned towns 
has been “The Place-Names of Van Buren County,” by T. J. Fitzpatrick, which 
is being published in the Annals at this time. : See 
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; Docrown. An early nickname for the present town of Mount Sterl- 
ing. 

Garnesnorouen. A post office (1854-64) in or near the northeastern 
part of section 15, Harrisburg Township. 

Harrissurc. A hamlet of brief existence established about 1840 in 
Harrisburg Township, and thought to have been near the center of 
the township. 

Harrissurc. Another hamlet by this name in a very early day was 
laid out on the opposite side of the Des Moines River from Farmington, 
but its existence was brief. 

Heprotantre. A hamlet in existence in 1840 in or near section 22, 
Des Moines Township, about five miles southwest of Keosauqua. 

Hickory. The name of the post office (1858-82) at the village of 
Independent, which see below. 

Home. A post office (1849-82) on the east side of the southeast 
quarter of section 20, Des Moines Township. 

INDEPENDENT. The pioneer name of the present village and ae 
station of Selma. Independent was laid out in 1851. 

Iypran Prarie. The name of the post office (1843-53) at what later 
became the present village of Lebanon. 

Iowa Crry. A place referred to on pages 427, 433, 434, Acts of the 
Legislative Assembly of Iowa Territory, session of 1838-39, evidently 
meaning what was soon after known as Towaville, which see below. 

Iowaviiie., A village on the west side of section 7, Village Town- 
ship, and the north side ef the Des Moines River, about one mile 
northwest of the present village of Selma. At one time in the 1860's 
it was prosperous, having some 200 inhabitants. 

Lexincron. A village established in 1838 in section 21, Washington 
Township, on the north side of the Des Moines River, about four miles 
above Bentonsport. 

Lick Crerx. The name of the post office at Philadelphia, which see 
below, from 1849 to 1855. 

Loneview. A former railroad station and a post office in the 1880's 
in section 14, Union Township, about two miles west of Stockport. 

McVeicu. A former railroad station and post office (1882-1901) near 
the southwest corner of section 21, Cedar Township, about three miles 
east of Stockport. See Zanesville below. 

Mecunicssurc. A pioneer place and a post office in the early 1850's 
in the southwestern part of Chequest Township. 

Meex’s Mitts. The original name of the place that later became 
the present town of Bonaparte. 

Narotron. A projected early village on the south side of the Des 
Moines River opposite Bonaparte. Never built up. 

New Lexrneron. A town and post office from 1837 to 1842 one mile 
west of the present town of Bonaparte. 

New Marker. The name by which Black Hawk City, which see 
above, was known during a few of the later years of its existence. 
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New Market was the name of the post office there from 1851 to 1865. 

Nurs. A village in the southeastern part of the south section 5, 
Des Moines Township. The village was laid out in 1855 and the post 
office was from 1860 to 1874. 

Norra Benronsporr. The name by which the present town of 
Bentonsport was known from its founding in 1839 until 1852, while the 
portion of the town south of the Des Moines River was called South 
Bentonsport until 1852 when it was changed to Vernon. 

Oaxiann. A town laid out in 1857 southeast of and adjacent to 
Bentonsport. 

Oax Pornr. A post office (1849-89) in the northeastern part of the 
north section 5, Jackson Township. 

Parestine. The government surveyors of 1837 describe in their 
notes that they found this town in sections 16 and 17, Bonaparte 
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Township, which would be on the south side of the Des Moines River — 


opposite Bonaparte. 

Pamexo. The name of the post office from 1854 to 1857 at or near 
where stands the present village of Selma. 

Parxersyitre. The government surveyors of 1837 set out in their 
notes that they found this town in the northwestern part of section 17, 
Union Township, which would be about one mile southeast of the 
present village of Birmingham. 

Pumapetrn1s. The pioneer name of the present village of Kilbourn 
when it was laid out in 1839 and for several years. Philadelphia was 
also the name of the post office from 184k to 1849. 

Preasant Hirz. A village across the river and south from Keo- 
sauqua, in section 36, Van Buren Township. It was founded in 1850 
and had a post office by the same name from 1853 to 1855. A few resi- 
dences still remain. It is now a part of Keosauqua and is sometimes 
called South Keosauqua. 

Prymourn. A village in the northern part of section 35, Farming- 
ton Township, adjacent to the town of Farmington on the north. 
Founded in 1842. 

Porrtanp. The pioneer name of the present village of Leando from 
its beginning in 1837 to 1880. Leando was the name of the post office 
from 1840 to 1864, The government surveyors of 1837 report they 
found this village of Portland. 

Porroro. The name of the post office at Van Buren, which see 
below, for a few years in the early 1840's. 

Risrye Sun. The original name of the present village of Pittsburg 
from the time of its beginning in 1837 until 1842. The post office was 
Rising Sun from 1841 to 1844. The government surveyors report find- 
ing the town of Rising Sun at this location in 1837. 

Rocuesrer. Laid out in 1837 near the center of the east section 29, 
Van Buren Township, on the left bank of the Des Moines River, about 
two miles northeast of Keosauqua. The government surveyors report 


finding this town in 1837, It contended with Keosauqua for the 
county seat in 1837, 
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Satusria, A village laid out in 1838 about two miles south of 
Farmington and on the same side of the river. It existed only a few 
years. 

Suerman. A post office (1865-77) in or near section 29, Cedar 
Township. 

Saurn Benronsport. The early name of what became Vernon in 
1852. See North Bentonsport, also see Vernon. 

Sourn Kerosaveva. A hamlet laid out in 1840 on the north side of 
the Des Moines River and now absorbed in the southern part of 
Keosauqua. 

Stumprown. A local name given in pioneer times to the village of 
Independence, which see above. 

Summir. The name first given the present village of Mount Zion 
when it was laid out in 1860. 

Union. A post office (1847-56) in or near section 34, Union Town- 
ship. 

Union Corners. The early name of the post office (1849-53) at 
what later became the village of Mount Sterling. 

Urron. An important inland town near the center of the south 
section 17, Des Moines Township. It was on the state line, part of 
the town being in Missouri. Post office, 1852-1903. 

Van Buren. A town laid out in 1839, now constituting the southern 
part of the present town of Keosauqua. Van Buren and Des Moines 
City, which see above, joined together, making Keosauqua. Van Buren 
was the name of the post office from 1841 to 1845 when it became 
Keosauqua. 

Vernon. A village laid out in 1837 as South Bentonsport, but be- 
came Vernon in 1852. It was on the south side of the Des Moines 
River from Bentonsport. A few old buildings still remain. Vernon 
was the name of their post office from 1852 to 1903. 

Watertown. Laid out as a town in 1837 across the Des Moines 
River from Farmington. Little improving, if any, was done. 

Wuuitrs. A hamlet, former railroad station and post office from 
1872 to 1894, excepting the interruption of a few discontinuances, 
located in section 1, Vernon Township, about midway between Farm- 
ington and Mount Sterling. 

Wiusonvitte. A post office (1872-1901) in the southern part of 
section 9, Cedar Township. 

Woons Miz1s. The early name of the present town of Mount Sterling. 

ZanesvittE. [Note: Lanesville as listed earlier in this article by Dr. 
Fitzpatrick, and by any whom he may have followed, should have been 
Zanesville. The name came from Zanesville, Ohio, at which place was 
born and brought up J. H. McVeigh, on whose land the post office was 
kept, and who was the second postmaster of Zanesville post office. 
This was for some time after its establishment the post office of the 


subscriber—E,R.H. ] 
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WAPELLO COUNTY 
Axprne. A post office (1860-72) in section 18, Washington Township. 
Amavor. A hamlet in section 14, Adams Township. 
AmsrerpaAm. This town is reported by William Vandever, deputy 
U. S. surveyor, in his notes of the survey of 1843, as being in the center 


of section 14, Center Township, about two miles northwest of the © 


business section of Ottumwa. 

Asuianp. A town of importance on the stage line, having several 
stores, an academy, and a few hundred population. It was in the south- 
ern part of section 9, Washington Township, about three miles north of 
the present town of Eldon. Post office, 1844-80. 

Asuianp Crosstnc. The name first given the place that later became 
Williamsburg, and finally the present town of Eldon. 

Ayersvittr. A town reported by William Vandever in his survey 


notes of 1843 as being in the southeast quarter of section 26, Center _ 


Township, making it appear to have been the town later called Port 
Richmond. ‘ 

Brar Creex. A station on the C., M. & St. P. Railway about four 
miles west of Ottumwa. It had a post office by the same name from 
1909 to 1914. 

Brapenssurc. A village laid out in 1853 in the southeastern part 
of section 9 and the northeastern part of section 16, Pleasant Township. 
Post office, 1855-1906. 

Bryson. A post office in 1872 at a location on or near that of the 
present railway station of Cliffland. 

Burron. A,station on the Wabash Railway in the western part of 
Keokuk Township, about eight miles south of Ottumwa, as shown on 
maps of 1878 and 1880. 

Cunristianspurc. A hamlet in the northern part of section 27, Polk 
Township. Post office, 1859-72. 

Corumnra. A post office from 1846 to 1849, the name being changed 
to Fountain Spring, which see below, in 1849. 

Comprrtine. The name of the post office (1851-1903) at the town of 
Marysville, which see below. 

Comsrocx. The early name of the present Kirkville Station. Com- 
stock was also the name of the post office from 1861 to 1877. 

Coorrrsvitte. A post office (1867-75) in the central part of section 
36, Polk Township. 


Cynrniann. A post office from 1850 to 1852 near the central part 
of Polk Township. 

Dautoneca. This town in the northwest corner of section 9, Dah- 
lonega Township, five miles northeast of Ottumwa is: reported in the 
notes of the government surveyors in 1843. It was an important town 
in an early day, had at one time 300 inhabitants, and aspired to be the 
county seat. Post office, 1844-1907. 

Dertance. A town reported by William Vandever in his survey 
notes of 1843 as being at the common corners of section 20, 21, 28 and 


y 4 


ABANDONED TOWNS OF IOWA 133 


29, Richland Township, which would make the location about two 
miles northeast of the present Kirkville Station. 

Drs Mornrs Crry. Listed as being a post office in Wapello County 
from 1851 to 1853, but maps of that period show the place to have been 
in Mahaska County about one mile west of the northwest corner of 
Wapello County. See Mahaska County list of abandoned towns. 

Famprtay. A town reported by W. Barrows in his survey notes of 
1843 as being in the southeast and southwest quarters of section 5 and 
the northeast and northwest quarters of section 8, Keokuk Township. 

Fountary Sprinc. A post office (1849-53) formerly called Columbia, 
the location being at or near where now stands Kirkville Station. 

Gonrrry. A post office from 1872 to 1874 in the southern part of 
Richland Township, at or near the later place called Keb, which see 
below. 

Green. A post office (1851-59) slightly north of the center of Green 
Township. 

Harry Hottow. A post office (1870-77) at or near the location where 
later appeared Shock’s Station, which see below. 

Kez. A place in section 34, Richland Township having a post office 
from 1891 to 1905. 

Louisviie. The name given Ottumwa when it was laid out in 1844, 
but which it kept but a brief time. 

Marron. A town reported by William Vandever in his survey notes 
of 1843 as being in the southeast quarter of section 15, and the west 
half of section 14, Columbia Township, on the north bank of the Des 
Moines River. 

Marysvyitte. A village in the southern part of section 15, Competine 
Township. Its post office was Competine, which see above. 

Mecuanicspurc. A town reported by W. Vandever in his survey 
notes of 1843 as being in the south half of section 24 and the north 
half of section 25, Columbia Township, on the north bank of the Des 
Moines River. 

Minroruian. A town reported by W. Vandever in his survey notes 
of 1843 as being in the west part of section 15, Columbia Township, 
on the north side of the Des Moines River. 

Montervirie. A hamlet and post office (1870-1905) in the western 
part of section 17, Polk Township. 

Nanisez. Listed as a post office in Wapello County in 1854 and 1855, 
but the location not found. 

Opposirion. A town reported by W. Vendever in his survey notes 
of 1843 as being in the southern part of section 8 and the northern 
part of section 17, Columbia Township, on the north side of the Des 
Moines River. . 

Ormanvitte. A once busy town in the northwestern part of section 
33, Green Township. Post office, 1869-1903. 

Parestrne. A place near the center of Columbia Township on the 
north side of the Des Moines River some four miles southeast of 


Eddyville, as appears on maps of 18957. 
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Pumurs. The former name of Rutledge, a station on the Milwaukee 
Railway some three miles north of Ottumwa. 

Pickwick. The name by which South Ottumwa was known during 
the first several years of its existence. 

Preasant Lane. A post office in 1854 and 1855 at or near where 
Jater was located the village of Bladensburg, which see above. 

Porsr Isazext. A village in the northwestern part of section 27, 
Green Township. Post office, 1851-68. 

Porr Ricumonp, A village in the northwestern part of section 27, 
Green Township, about one mile southwest of Pickwick, which see 
above, and on the south bank of the Des Moines River. Post office, 
1858-75. Sometimes appears on the maps as Richmond. 

Ricumonp. See Port Richmond above. 

Sac anp Fox Acency. The name of the post office from 1844 to 1849 
at the place that later became the present town of Agency. 

Samorvitte. A town reported by W. Vandever in his survey notes 
of 1843 as being in the south half of section 19 and the northeast quarter 
of section 30, Richland Township, the location being about one mile 
north of the present Kirkville Station. 

Suocx’s Srarion. A _ station on the C., B. & Q. Railroad in the 
southwestern part of section 5, Cass Township on. the south bank of the 
Des Moines River, two miles southeast of Chillicothe. 

Sickies. A station on the Wabash Railway about three miles south 
of Ottumwa, as appears on maps of 1887. 

Tunis. A post office about two miles north of Agency from 1897 to 
1900. 

Vurrace. A post office southeast of Ottumwa on the south side of the 
Des Moines River from 1847 to 1850. 

Witarp. A station on the C., M. & St. P. Railway in the south- 
western part of Polk Township. Post office, 1890-1906. 

Wutimssurc. The name of the village that later (1870) became the 
present town of Eldon. The name of the post office was Williamsburg 
from 1868 to 1871. 


Yampa. A place shown on maps of 1900 in the southern part of 
Pleasant Township. Post office, 1899-1900. 


WARREN COUNTY 

Banner. A post office (1874-75) near the center of section ye 
Virginia Township. 

Bettemont. The name of the post office from 1870 to 1871 at what 
later was called Schonberg, which see below. 

Brermont Crenrer. See Schonberg below. 

Coor. A hamlet and a post office (1879-1904) on the line between 
sections 11 and 12 at the cross roads one-fourth mile north of the south 
line of the sections, Squaw Township. A church and three or four 
dwellings remain. 


Dorrviire. A hamlet in the northwest quarter of section 32, Vir- 
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ginia Township. It had a post office by the same name from 1855 to 
1863. 

Evtenpare. A place marked on maps of 1869 as a post office about 
one mile southeast of the present town of Carlisle. 

Ferrx. <A post office from 1876 to 1883 in the northeastern part of 
Belmont Township. 

Forr Prary. The name of the post office from 1854 to 1870 at the 
town of Green Bush, which see below. 

Forr Prary. A place shown on maps of 1868, 1869 and 1878 in 
section 8, White Breast Township. 

Frienns’ Grove. Listed in the U. S. Postal records as a post office 
in Warren County from 1864 to 1865, but the location not found. 

Green Busn. A village in the southeast corner of section 31, Green- 
field Township, and in the northeast corner of the west section 6 of 
Washington Township, or about one mile northwest of the present 
town of Spring Hill. The post office of Green Bush ran from 1850 to 
1854 when the name was changed to Fort Plain, which see above. 

Hacxney’s Grove. A post office (1852-53) at or near the later post 
office of Handsome View, which see below. 

HammonpssurcH. A hamlet on the line between sections 11 and 14, 
Otter Township, a little west of the midway part of the line, and 
about two and one-half miles northwest of the present town of Milo. 
Post office, 1851-79. 

Hanvsome View. A post office (1853-59) slightly east of the center 
of Squaw Township. See Hackney’s Grove above. 

Iris Groye. Another name for Dorrville, which see above. 

Larrmer. A post office (1861-64) in the western part of Jackson 
Township. 

Lawrencesurc. .A village located about midway of the north line 
of section 7, Virginia Township. Post office, 1857-79. 

Lorerro. Listed in the U. S. Postal Guide as a post office in Warren 
County in 1889, but the location not found. 

Lynn. A post office (1855-72) in the southwest corner of section 
8, Jefferson Township. 

Meprorp. A post office (1890-1903) in the southwestern part of 
White Oak Township. 

Monvrreumr. A post office (1853-60) in the northwestern part of 
Jefferson Township. 

Moror. A hamlet at the corners of sections 1, 2, 11 and 12, Belmont 
Township. Post office, 1890-1902. A church, schoolhouse and a few 
scattered dwellings remain. 

Osweco. Listed in the U. S. postal records as a post office in Warren 
County from 1864 to 1869 (with short interims), but the location not 
found. 

Pranevirte. Listed in the U. S. postal records as a post office in 
Warren County from 1855 to 1859, but the location not found. 

Pyra. Listed in the U. S. postal records as a post office in Warren 
County from 1856 to 1859, but the location not found, 
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Rosemount. A village at the corners of sections 34 and 35, Belmont 
Township, and 2 and 3, White Breast Township. Post office, 1864-80. 

Sanpyvitte. Laid out in 1851 in the northeastern part of section 

21 and the northwestern of 22, Union Township, five miles east of the 
present town of Ackworth. A town of importance at one time. Post 
office, 1855-1903. A few scattered buildings remain. 
- Scrronserc. A post office (1871-79) at the northwest corner of 
section 21, Belmont Township about two miles east of the present town 
of Milo, It was sometimes called Belmont Center, but was one mile 
west of the center of that township. 

Suaron. A post office (1861-99) on the north line of section 2, 
Squaw Township. 

Surron. Listed in the U. S. postal records as a post office in Warren 
County from 1897 to 1900, but the location not found. 

Taunton. A post office (1876-83) at or near the later post office 
of Felix, which see above. 

Turee Rivers. A post office from 1848 to 1854 at or near the 
location of the present town of Hartford. 

Twetve Mitr Grove. Listed in the U. S. postal records as a post 
office in Warren County in 1863, but the location not found. 

Union Hux. A place in the southern part of section 9, Union 
Township, as shown on maps of 1869. 

Westrorp. A place shown on maps from 1856 to 1868 on Middle 
River at or near the location of the present village of Somerset. 

Wurire Oax Pornr. A _ post office (1852-54) in section 19, White 
Oak ‘Township. 

Wumrineron. A post office in 1855 in section 24, Palmyra Township, 
some two or three miles northwest of the old village of Palmyra. 

Wisconsin. A post office (1865-66) in the northern part of section 
19, Belmont Township, at or near the location of the present town o 
Milo. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY 

Amnoy. A post office (1851-62) in the southwestern part of Oregon 
Township. 

Astorta. Laid out as a town in 1837 in section 28, Oregon Township, 
in anticipation of being the county seat. A post office named Potts- 
ville (which see below) and a store were all it ever attained to. 

Beruet. A post office (1897-1904) on the east side of section 24, 
Highland Township. 

Crparyrtte. A post office from 1860 to 1864, and later from 1866 to 
1868 at or near where later was the town of Lexington, which see below. 

Center Hix. Listed as a post office in Washington County in 1851 
and 1852, but the location not found. 


Dairy. A post office (1863-75) in the western part of section 9, 
Highland Township. 


Davis Crrex, A post office (1850-67) near the southwest corner of 
Iowa Township. 
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Darron. A town laid out in 1854 in the eastern part of section 
13, and the western part of the east section 18, Lime Creek Township, 
about one mile north of the present town of Wellman. <A few scatter- 
ing houses remain. 

Dayronvitre. The name of the post office from 1875 to 1906, except 
some intermission, at the town of Dayton, which see above. 

Dusur. The name of the post office kept at a country store at 
Dutch Creek, which see below, from 1879 to 1905. 

Durecn Creex. A post office in the northeastern part of sectiun 22, 
Dutch Creek Township, from 1845 to 1879, when the name was changed 
to Dublin, which see above. 

Evrexa. Laid out as a town in 1857 in the northwest quarter of 
section 18, Marion Township, five miles south and one mile west of 
Washington. It never grew to be more than a hamlet. A few scatter- 
ing houses remain. 

Grace Hix. A village in the northwestern part of section 381, 
Franklin Township. Post office, 1889-1904. 

Harrissurc. A town laid out in 1855 in section 14, Highland Town- 
ship. It proved short-lived. 

Juan. A post office (1844-50) in the northwestern part of Marion 
Township, about five miles south of Washington. 

Laxe. A post office (1860-65) in the northeastern part of Marion 
Township. 

Lexineton. A town laid out in 1865 in the southern part of section 
8, Cedar Township. Post office, 1868-1905. It still has a church and a 
few scattering houses. 

Marcettus. A post office (1850-59) in the western part of Marion 
Township. 

_ Muppresurc. A post office (1870-82) in the eastern part of section 
9, English River Township. 

Miuts. Another name, as appears on maps of 1854, of Wassonville, 
which see below. 

New Haven. A post office (1857-66) in the eastern part of Dutch 
Creek Township, about one mile east of Dutch Creek, which see above. 

Paris. A town laid out in 1846 in the southern part of section 30, 
Dutch Creek Township. Its post office was Valley. One store, a 
church and a few scattered dwellings remain. 

Pirorsurc. A hamlet in the northeastern part of the east section 33, 
Lime Creek Township, two miles south and three miles east of the 
present town of Wellman. Post office, 1891-1903. 

Porrsvmiz. The name of the post office from 1839 to 1860 at 
Astoria, which see above. 

Srventy Srx Cenver. A post office from 1870 to 1873 near the center 
of Seventy Six Township. 

Trrus. A station on the C., M. & St. P. Ry. in the northwestern part 
of section 28, Franklin Township, about five miles southwest of 
Washington. It had a post office from 1910 to 1913. 
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Vautey. The name of the post office from 1851 to 1905 at the town 
of Paris, which see above. 

Vincent. A station on the C., R. I. & P. Ry. in the southern part 
of Franklin Township, as shown on maps of 1887. 

Wassonvitte. A village laid out in 1848 in the eastern part of section 
12 and the western part of the east section 7, Lime Creek Township, 
about midway as to north and south of the two sections and on the 
north side of English River. It had a good mill and was an important 
town on the stage routes and underground railroad. Post office, 1849-75, 

Wuurre Asn. A post office (1873-85) in section 1 of Highland Town- 
ship. 

Yarron. A town laid out in 1856 in the northeast corner of section 
19, Iowa Township, about one mile south of the present town of 
Riverside. At one time it had a population of about 300. Post office, 
1843-75. 

WAYNE COUNTY 

Agerna. A former station on the C., B. & Q. R. R. about three 
miles east of Corydon, as shown on maps of 1909. 

Bentonvitte. A village and station on the C., B. & Q. R. R. about 
five miles northwest of Corydon. Post office, 1887-95. Formerly called 
Peoria, whichh see below. 

Beruitenem. A town platted in 1853 in the southeast corner of 
section 24, Union Township. Prosperous in its day. Post office, 1852- 
1902. 

Bic Sprinc. A post office (1875-1901) in section 17, Jefferson Town- 
ship. 

Brinceporr. A former station on the C., B. & Q. R. R. about four 
miles west of Promise City. 

Campria. A former village and station on the C., B. & Q. R. R. 
about seven miles northwest of Corydon. 

Cirnton Center. A hamlet in the southeastern part of section 9 and 
the southwestern part of section 10, Clinton Township. Post office, 
1893-1902. 

Conrivence. A village in the southeast corner of section 11 and 
the northeast corner of section 14, Wright Township. Post office, 1859- 
1903. 

Genoa. A village laid out in 1855 in the southwestern part of sec: 
tion 13, Monroe Township. Post office, 1856-1904. 

Grainvirte. The former name of the present village of Harvard. 
Grainville was also the name of the post office from 1876 to 1882. 

Granp River. A post office (1851-72) in the southwestern part of 
Grand River Township, at or near the location of the present town 
of Lineville. 

Harry Horzow. A hamlet about two miles east of Harvard in the 
years around 1900, principally occupied by coal miners. 

Harvarp. A former village and station on the C., R. I. & P. Ry., 
about five miles east of Allerton. 
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Hover. A station on the C., R. I & P. Ry. between Allerton and 
Clio. Post office, 1884-98. 

Kyirrin. First, a country post office, and after the building of the 
railway in 1871, a station on the C., R. I. & P. in section 18, Walnut 
Township. Post office, 1858-1993. 

Lewissurc. A village in the center of section 20, Clay Township. 
Post office, 1857-1902. 

Lucerne. A post office (1860-67) in the eastern part of Richman 
Township. 

New Yorx. A village platted in 1855 in the northern part of section 
22, Union Township. Post office, 1856-1993. 

Ortanno. A post office (1860-62) somewhat southwest of the center 
of Benton Township, or about five miles west of Corydon. 

Ovi. A post office (1891-1902) in section 19, Union Township. 

Preorra. Platted as a town in 1853 on the south line of section 10, 
and the north line of section 15, Benton Township, midway as to east 
and west of that line and about five miles northwest of Corydon. In 
the late 1880’s the name was changed to Bentonville, which see above. 

Samvirte. A post office (1886-87) at or near the later village of 
Bentonville, which see above. 

Saxon. A post office (1888-1901) in section 25, Clay Township. 

Serma. A post office (1866-78) in section 4, Richman Township. 

Sourn Forx. A post office (1849-62) near the northeast corner of 
Walnut Township, on the South Fork of Chariton River. 

Una. A place in the southwestern part of Union Township, about 
six miles north of Corydon, as appears on maps from 1863 to 1869. 
Post office, 1863-64. 

Warsaw. A hamlet in the northwest corner of section 8, Howard 
Township. Post office, 1855 to 1861 and from 1866 to 1903. 

Wayne Cross Roans. Listed as a post office in Wayne County from 
1858 to 1860, but the location not found. 


WEBSTER COUNTY 


Axissurc. A place near where now stands the town of Lehigh, as 
shown on maps of 1862. 

Betievizie. A post office in the southeastern part of Webster County 
in 1859 to 1861 at the forks of the Boone and Des Moines rivers. 

Borper Prarns. Platted in 1857 in the southwest quarter of the 
southeast quarter, and the southwest quarter of section 30, Washington 
Township. It was a town of importance. Many soldiers of the Union 
Army were sworn in there. It became extinct after the Civil War. 

Bucuanan. Platted as a town in 1856 slightly west of where now 
stands the village of Burnside. It aspired to be the county seat, but 
when that went to Fort Dodge in 1859, it declined. Soon the name 
was changed to Hesperian, which see below, and later to Burnside. 

Carson. The former name of the present Illinois Central Railroad 
station of Gypsum. Carbon was a post office from 1870 to 1872. 
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Casapy. A post office (1883-90) in the southeastern part of Dayton 
Township. It is shown on maps as Casady’s Corner. 

Crare’s Horrow. See Kalo Junction below. 

Crooxs. The former name of the interurban station of Palm Grove 
in the eastern part of Clay Township. Crooks was a post office from 
1909 to 1914, 

Franxrorr. A place in the northern part of Yell Township, on the 
south side of the Des Moines River, as shown on maps of 1857 and 
1862, 

Greensines. A post office from 1869 to 1873 in the northern part of 
Elkhorn Township, about five miles south and one mile west of Fort 
Dodge. 

Hasxazia. A proposed town on the Illinois Central near the present 
town of Judd. 

Hesrergtan. The name of the post office at what is now Burnside 
from 1858 to 1882. Also see Buchanan above. 

Jackson Center. A post office (1879-89) a short way south of the 
center of Jackson Township. 

Kato Juncrion. A station and hamlet on the main line and spur 
of the M. & St. L. Railroad which extended to the town of Kalo and the 
coal mines about a mile distant. The neighboring community was also 
called Craig’s Hollow. 

KesuHo. The former name of the present town of Calender. Kesho 
was the name of the post office from 1873 to 1877. 

Lackawana. A coal mining town laid out in 1876 on the east bank 
of the Des Moines River opposite where now stands the town of 
Lehigh. 

Larnam. A place slightly northeast from the center of Deer Creek 
Township and on the west side of the Des Moines River, as shown on 
maps of 1878. Post office, 1875 to 1879. 

Linnzure. A former village, principally occupied by coal miners, 
on the C. & N. W. Ry. about three miles east of the present town of 
Dayton. 

Lunvs. A railroad station and village a short distance northeast 
of the center of Washington Township. 

McGuire. A post office in the late 1890s in the southeastern part of 
Webster County, sometimes called McGuire’s Bend. 

McLavucurin’s Creek. A place in the southwestern part of Douglas 
Townshhip near where Tara now is, as shown on maps of 1868 and 
1869. 

Negraska. Listed as a post office from September 29, 1851, to 
November 29 of the same year in Yell County, which was the same as 
the present Webster County, without its north tier of townships, but 
its location not found. 

Newark. A post office (1875-87) in section 23, Newark Township. 

Orno. The original post office of Otho was located in section 28, 
township 88, range 29, in the C. B. Andrews home. The town itself was 
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located on each side of the public highway north of District No. 1 
schoolhouse. 

Porters. A railroad station and village slightly north of the center 
of Washington Township. 

Stastown. A local name given the present town of Lehigh in its 
early existence. 

Tyson’s Miris. The pioneer name of the present town of Lehigh. It 
was begun in 1855 as Tyson’s Mills. The name was changed to Vesper, 
and later to Lehigh. Tyson’s Mills was the name of the post office 
from 1870 to 1876. 

Vesper. See Tyson’s Mills above. 

Watsrince Grove. A place in the northwestern part of Badger 
Township near the east bank of the Des Moines River, as shown on 
maps of 1878. Post office, 1868 and 1869. 

West Dayron. The name of the post office (1858-77) at the present 
town of Dayton. 

WINNEBAGO COUNTY 


Amunp. A hamlet and post office (1888-1907) in the northwest 
corner of section 22, Eden Township. 7 

Benson Grove. A village and post office (1866-84) about one mile 
to the east of the present railroad station of Leland. 

Benson Grove Srarion. See Lelandsburgh below. 

Derrinc. A post office from 1880 to 1886 and again from 1890 to 
1891 in section 7, Newton Township. 

Deztano. A post office (1890-1902) in section 36, Center Township. 

Grytre. A post office from 1897 to 1900 in the southwest corner of 
section 36, Logan Township. 

Horrannate. A post office from 1897 to 1902 in section 24, Grant 
Township. 

LetanpsspurcH. The name of the present village of Leland for a 
time. The post office was also Lelandsburgh from 1881 to 1885. On 
the founding of the place in 1880 it was called Benson Grove Station, 
but the name was soon changed to Lelandsburgh, and finally to Leland. 

Live Creek Crry. See Mount Valley below. 

Mowunr Vatiey. A post office (1877-97) in the southeastern part of 
section 11 and the northeastern part of section 14, Mount Valley Town- 
ship. It was called Lime Creek City on maps of 1857. 

Nasnefm. The name of the post office at the present hamlet of 
Vinje from 1889 to 1891. 

Norman. A former station and town on the M. & St. L. R. R. a 
short distance south of the present station of Emmons. 

Ratna. A post office (1889-1900) in the northeast corner of section 
9, Mount Valley Township. 

Steen. A post office from 1892 to 1894 in Grant Township, west of 
and not far from the later post office of Hollandale, which see above. 

Twerren. A post office from 1900 to 1993 in the southwestern part 


of section 11, Newton Township. 
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WINNESHIEK COUNTY 


Acency. A place shown on the early maps of the 1850’s in the 
same location as Old Mission (which see below), as shown on later 
maps. 

Asa. See New Alba below. 

_ Aquitita Grove. See Springwater below. 

Burr Oax Sprines. A post office (1858-64) in the northeastern part 
of Sumner Township, or the northwestern part of Calmar Township. 

Canor. A post office (1857-1905, including two intermissions) in 
section 26, Canoe Township, on Canoe Creek. 

Curron. A post office in section 35, Fremont Township, near the 
location where later stood the village of Plymouth Rock, which see 
below. 

Ewe. A post office (1876-81) in section 23, Pleasant Township. 

Frankiin Prarie. A post office from 1857 to 1864 in the northern 
part of section 18, Canoe Township. 

Hynr. A post office (1886-89) in section 19, Frankviile Township. 

Istep. Listed as a post office in Winneshiek County from 1890 to 
1895, but its location not found. 

Jamestown. See Trout River below. 

Lewiston. A town in the northeastern part of section 28, Wash- 
ington Township, or about one mile north of Old Mission (which see 
beiuw). It contended for the county seat in 1851, but failing in that, 
its existence was brief. 

Locusr Lanz. The same as the present village of Locust. Locust 
Lane was the name of the post office from 1857 to 1883. 

Marysvitte. The pioneer name of the present town of Calmar. 

Monrex. An important village on both sides of the line between 
sections 1 and 2, Bloomfield Township, and about midway of that line 
as to north and south. Post office, 1851-64. It was an aspirant for 
the county seat in 1851. 

Morean. A post office (1857-66) in section 8, Orleans Township. 

New Axsa. A post office (1861-81) in the northern part of section 
20, Jackson Township. It ran as Alba a few months in 1861 previous 
to the change of the name to New Alba. 

Orv Mission. A post office (1850-82) in the northwestern part of 
section 34, Washington Township, about five miles southeast of Fort 
Atkinson and on the west bank of the Turkey River. "The noted 
Winnebago Indian school and mission was located in the southeast 
quarter of the northeast quarter of section 33, just a short way south- 
west of the Old Mission post office. 


Orteans. Listed as a post office in Winneshiek County from 1854 to 
1857, but its location not found. 
Prymourn Rock. A village platted in 1855 in the southern part of 


section 35, Fremont Township, on the south side of the Upper Iowa 
River. Post office, 1856-1907, 
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Sampson. Listed as a post office in Winneshiek County in 1893 and 
1894, but its location not found. 

Srrrnewater. A hamlet in section 24, Canoe Township, on the north 
side of Canoe Creek. Its post office was Aquilla Grove from 1856 to 
1864, and was Springwater from 1864 to 1896. 

Toren. A post office (1876-1903) in section 14, Glenwood Town- 
ship. 

Trour River. A village in the central part of Frankville Town- 
ship. Its post office was Jamestown from 1851 to 1852, but was called 
Trout River from 1852 to 1855. 

Twin Sprines. The name of the post office at the present village of 
Kendallville from 1856 to 1874. 

Twin Sprincs. The present village of Festina in Washington Town- 
ship was platted as Twin Springs in 1856, but the name was later 
changed to the name of its post office, Festina. 

Wirim1antic. A post office from 1856 to 1858 and from 1861 to 
1863 in section 23, Fremont Township. 

Wrynesuiex. A post office (1851-65) in the southeastern part of 
Bloomfield Township. 

Woonstne. A post office (1876-86) in section 8, Frankville Township. 

Woopvitte. A post office (1866-87) in the western part of section 
26, Greenwood Township. 


WOODBURY COUNTY 

Awnetra. The name first given the present town of Oto. 

Browns Srtrrement. A place in the northeastern part of Lake Port 
Township, as shown by maps of the 1850’s and early 1860's. 

Burr Oax Grove. A place in section 12, Union Township near the 
Little Sioux River, as shown on maps of 1868 to 1881. 

Discorp. A post office (1870-84) in the northern part of section 21, 
Kedron Township. 

Doprs. A post office (1877-86) in the northwestern part of section 
32, Banner Township. 

Froyn’s Biurr. A post-office for a short time in 1855 in the southern 
part of what is now Sioux City, near the bank of the Missouri River. 

Frmenpuncs Tavern. A place (stage station) in section 30, Sloan 
Township, near where now stands the town of Sloan, as shown on maps 
of 1868. 

Garr. A post office (1871-88) in the northeastern part of section 7, 
Miller Township. 

German Crry. A hamlet and post office (1886-1903) in the eastern 
part of Willow Township. A church and a few houses still remain. 

Grancr. A post office (1877-78) in section 5, Grange Township. 

Grove. A place near the northwest corner of Willow Township, as 
shown on maps of 1878. 

Hamu. <A post office (1867-69) in Sloan Township. 

Hosxrys. <A post office from 1875 to 1886 and from 1891 to 1902 in 


section 33, Concord Township. 
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Laxerort. A post office from 1857 to 1858 and from 1889 to 1902 
in section 21, Lake Pork Township. 

Lryypate. A post office (1863-64) a little southwest of the center 
of Liberty Township. 

Listonvitrr. A hamlet and post office (1872-77) a short distance 
north of the present town of Danbury. 

' Lozrer. Listed as a post office from 1880 to 1882 in Woodbury 
County, but its location not found. 

Lucxy Vautry. A settlement in sections 2 and 3, Grant Township, 
with a post office (1882-1903) by the same name. 

Mipway. <A post office (1899-1907) in section 10, Morgan Township. 

Morris. A post office (1857-64) in the eastern central part of Liston 
Township. 

New Burrazto. A movable country post office (1856-78) which was 
in the neighborhood where later was built the present town of Salix. 

Opp. A post office (1879-82) in section 18, West Fork Township. 

Prroro. A hamlet and a post office (1877-1904) in section 29, Grant 
Township. 

Rocx Brancu. A post office from 1872 to 1904, located part of the 
time in section 1, Wolf Creek Township and later in section 6, Kedron 
Township. 

Smirutown. The name given the present town of Smithland, as 
appears on maps in the 1850’s. 

Snyper Grove. A post office (1871-72) near the northwest corner 
of Willow Township. 

THompsontown. Staked off as a town in 1847 at Floyd’s Bluff 
(which see above). Thompsontown became the county seat, although 
it had but one log hut, and was until Sergeants Bluff won the prize in 
1854. 

Wotrpare. A country post office (1869-97) which occupied several 
different jocations in farm houses in Wolf Creek Township. 

Woopsury. The name of the post office at the town of Sergeants 
Bluff from 1862 to 1870. 


WORTH COUNTY 


Brisror. A town platted in 1857 in the southern part of section 5 
and the northern part of section 8, Bristol Township. It was the first 
county seat, 1858 to 1863. Post office, 1857 to 1902. 

Deer Creex. A village in section 5, Deer Creek Township. There is 
still a store and creamery located there. Post office, 1890-1907. 

Exx Crerx. Listed as a post office in Worth County from 1890 to 
1900, but the location not found. 

Fern. <A post office from February 18, 1889 to June 28, 1889, at or 
near the later post office of Polo Station, which see below. : 

Fontanetite. A town in section 36, Fertile Township, as shown on 
maps of 1857. This was a town on paper only. 

Guiave, A former railroad station and post office, previously called 
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Polo Station, which see below. Glade was the name of the post office 
from 1900 to 1904, 

Guienmary. Laid out as a town in 1857 in the northeast quarter of 
section 24, Brookfield Township. Never had but one house. 

Harrtann. A post office which occupied, during its existence, from 
1860 to 1875, two or three different locations in the northwestern part 
of Hartland Township. There is still a Hartland store and creamery 
in that township. 

Hirondelle. A post office (1880-1900) in the eastern part of sectiun 
39, Danville Township, about one mile east of the present town of 
Hanlontown. 

Lansrup. A hamlet and post office (1899-1902) in section 21, Silver 
Lake Township. 

Larx. A post office from 1884 to 1887 and again from 1889 to 1903 
in the northern part of section 8, Fertile Township. 

Norpitanp. A post office (1879-1901) first in section 8 and later in 
section 2, Fertile Township. 

Oaxvare. A post office in 1859 near the Minnesota state line, but the 
exact location not found. 

Porto Srarion. A former C. & Gt. W. R. R. station in Lincoln 
Township about four miles northeast of the present town of Manly. 
Its post office was Polo Station from 1889 to 1900 when it was changed 
to Glade, which see above. 

Suett Rock. A station on the Iowa Central Railroad at or near 
the present town of Manly, as appears on maps of 1878. 

Strver Laxe. A post office (1867-1906) first in Silver Lake Town- 
ship, but later in the northwestern part of Hartland Township. 

Somer. A post office (1889-1902) in section 1, Bristol Township. 

Tenotp. A hamlet and post office (1881-1906) in the southwest 
corner of section 17 and the southeast corner of section 18, Brookfield 
Township. A store and a creamery are still there. 

Waters. A post office (1869-73) in the central part of Union 'Town- 
ship. 

Wesrrietp. A post office (1870-71) on the west line of Union Town- 
ship about midway as to north and south. 


WRIGHT COUNTY 

Apricu. Listed as a post office from 1882 to 1891 in Wright 
County, but the location not found. 

Bacu Grove. A post office (1858-81) in the southern part of Troy 
Township near the Boone River. 

Bruce. A post office from 1883 to 1893 and from 1897 to 1901 in 
section 15, Norway Township. 

Crown Pornt. The original name of that portion of the present 
town of Belmond that is west of the Iowa River, previous to its 


platting in 1856. 
Drew. A post office (1892-1901) in section 16, Norway Township. 
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Dry Lax. A post office (1871-82) in the northern part of section 
16, Vernon Township. 

Eacir Grove. The post office of Eagle Grove was near the northeast 
corner of section 20, Eagle Grove Township, two miles north and 
about two miles west of the present town of Eagle Grove, from 1861 
until the founding of the town in 1881. 

’ Kacte Grove Juncrion. The name of the present town of Eagle 
Grove when it was platted in 1881. 

Eacrrvittz. Selected as the county seat and platted as a town in 
1855 in the southeast quarter of section 12, Eagle Grove Township. 
However, the town was never built. and the county seat was given in 
1857 to Liberty, which see below. 

Empire. A post office (1868-83) in section 26, Lincoln Township. 

Fryesurc. A post office (1856-86) in the northeastern part of 
section 4, Blaine Township, near where now stands the town of Rowan. 

Gatrviitx. The name for a time of the present town of Galt. See 
Norwich below. The post office was Galtville from 1882 to 1888. 

Grant. The name first given to the present city of Clarion when 
it was made the county seat in 1855 and until 1869, when it became 
Clarion. 

Liserty. The former name of the present town of Goldfield. Liberty 
was platted in 1855. It was the county seat from 1858 to 1865. 

Luni. A post office (1858-88) at the center of Boone Township. 

Monrteomery. <A post office from May 5, 1864, to December 12 of 
the same year, on the Boone River a short distance north of the present 
town of Goldfield. 

Morwain. A post office (1897-1902) in section 4, Wall Lake Town- 
ship. 

Moscow. A place in the northwestern part of Dayton Township as 
shown on maps from 1857 to 1878. 

Norwicn. The first name given the present town of Galt. Norwich 
was platted in 1881. The name was soon changed to Galtville, and 
later to Galt. 


Ovisvir1x. The name of the post office at the town of Dows from 
1858 to 1880. 


Orsrco. Platted as a town in 1855 in sections 2 and 8, Eagle Grove 
Township. 

Pazrsvirte. A former station on the Great Western Railroad and a 
post office (1898-1902) in section 10, Pleasant Township. A farmers’ 
elevator still operates there. 

Rosepate. A post office from 1857 to 1860 and again from 1877 to 
1886 in the northwestern part of Troy Townshihp. 

Turatt, A former platted town and station on the C. & N. W. Ry. 
about one mile north of the present town of Goldfield. Post office 
1882-1907. 


Waterman. A post office (1871-1990) in the northwestern part of 
section 29, Wall Lake Township. 
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Wuuums Pornr. A place a short distance north of the center of 
Troy Township, as shown on maps of 1862 to 1869. 

Woorstock. The post office of Woolstock from 1868 to 1881 was 
some two miles east of the present town of that name. 


ADDENDA AND ERRATA 


ALLAMAKEE COUNTY 

Mezexa. This which appeared in Vol. XVII, p. 439, should be 

Nezeka. 
BENTON COUNTY 

Gomerat. This as it appears on page 444, Vol. XVII, should be 
Gomersal. 

Lixens. A post office in section 16, Polk Township, as shown on plat 
book of 1885. 

Spencer Grove. This post office (see Vol. XVII, p. 445) was in the 
northeast corner of section 10, Polk Township. 

Terry. The former name of the present Milwaukee R. R. station 
of Walford, Florence Township. 


BREMER COUNTY 
Kyirrep. This which appeared in Vol. XVII, p. 449, should be 
Knittel. 
CALHOUN COUNTY 
Cranpatt. This post office (see Vol. XVII, p. 453) was in section 
33, Williams Township. 
Exim Grove. This post office (see Vol. XVII, p. 453) was two 
miles north and two miles east of the present town of Yetter. 
Kissemmer. This post office (see Vol. XVII, p. 453) was near the 
north end of North Twin Lake. 


CARROLL COUNTY 
Kerner. This which appeared in Vol. XVII, p. 454, should be 
Kentner. 
CEDAR COUNTY 
Wauven. This which appeared in Vol. XVII, p. 457, should be Wald. 


CHICKASAW COUNTY 
Mansen. This which appeared in Vol. XVII, p. 459, should be 
Nansen. 
Peart Rock. A prosperous town in the 1870's in section 31, Brad- 
ford Township, on the west side of the Cedar River. 


CLINTON COUNTY 
Waretto. [The notes of William A. Burt of the government survey 
of 1837 say: “On or about the northeast corner of section 31, township 
82, range 7 east, there has been a town laid out, called Wapello, four 
families in the town.”—E.R.H.] This location is in the east central 
part of that portion of the present city of Clinton, formerly called 
Lyons, and on the bank of the Mississippi River. 
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FREMONT COUNTY 
Easrrorr. This which appeared in Vol. XVII, p. 526, should be 
Eastport. 
JEFFERSON COUNTY 
Aaronvititr. Laid out as a town in 1853 in section 33, Polk Town- 
ship, but apparently never built up. 
Buenavista. Laid out as a town in 1851 in section 13, Buchanan 
Township, but apparently never built up. 
Miron. Laid out as a town in 1855 in sections 8 and 9, Des Moines 
Township, but apparently never built up. 


MITCHELL COUNTY 
Dvurea. This which appeared in Vol. XVIII, p. 46, should be Dureau. 


MAHASKA COUNTY 

Onesxa. This post office (see Vol. XVII, p. 599) was in section 34, 
Pleasant Grove Township. 

Sroneripcr. This post office (see Vol. XVII, p. 599) was in section 
15, Monroe Township. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

Auix. <A post office (1895-98) in Douglas Township. 

Hawrnorne. A former village and C. B. & Q. railroad station 
about one-half mile south of the present village of McPherson. Haw- 
thorn was the name of its post office from 1871 to 1892, when it was 
changed to Hawthorne, and was discontinued in 1908 after the railroad 
was located farther to the north. 

Scrota. A country post office (1855-1905) in Washington Township, 
occupying different locations, the last one being in section 16. 

Wass. A post office (1886-1901) near the center of Lincoln Town- 
ship. 

POLK COUNTY 
Harron. See Polk County list, Vol. XVIII, p. 61. Hatton was the 


name of the post office at the village and railroad station of Kelsey, for 
which see same page. 


POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY 


Councit Buiurrs. This which appeared in Vol. XVIII, p. 64, should 
be Council Bluff, 
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THE SECOND INDEX 


We have just received from the printer copies of a new name 
and subject index of the ANNaxs or Iowa covering Volumes IX 
to XVI, inclusive. We are not sending it out to all those to 
whom we mail the Annats, but on request we shall be glad to 
send copies to persons or libraries who keep their ANNaLs bound 
or on the shelves and available to the public. They will find the 
index valuable if they make use of the ANNats in research work. 
The Second Index, as it is called, contains the following preface: 


PREFACE 
In his leading editorial in Volume I, Number 1, April, 1893, ANNats 
or Iowa, Third Series, Charles Aldrich, founder and curator of the 
Historical Department of Iowa, published the following concerning the 
origin of the First, Second and Third Series: 


First Series. In 1863 they founded, and continued until 1875, 
Tue Annats or Iowa. This was a quartely magazine of distin- 
guished merit, and within its pages may be found more facts re- 
lating to early Iowa than can now be gleaned from all other 
existing sources. Its contents were made up for the most part of 
the recollections of leading men who had borne a part in the 
transactions which their pens delineated or who had known the 
men and women of whose good deeds they therein made a record. 
The regular publication of this very excellent work was suspended 
in 1875, solely for lack of adequate support. 

Second Series. It was, however, revived in 1882, by Rey. S. S. 
Howe, and continued until the close of 1884. Hon. A. R. Fulton, 
of this city, was associated with him in its editorial management 
in 1883-4. Typographically Taz Annats was a beautiful magazine. 
It was plainly but very neatly printed, and for the most part 
each number contained a fine steel portrait of some distinguished 
Iowa man. Volumes of this work have become very scarce and 
command high prices. Many of the numbers are now difficult to 
obtain. Some of them, indeed, are in demand at $5.00 each, As it 
looks now, the policy which cramped and finally let die so excel- 
lent a work is not to be commended. It is one, however, which 
quickly consigns its own authors to the oblivion in which they 
would bury the memories of all who have gone before. - Finally, 
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in the year 1885 a new publication, appearing quarterly and called 
the Iowa Historical Record, was projected by the Historical So- 
ciety. It is carefully edited by Dr. Frederick Lloyd, and is a 
publication which eminently deserved a remunerative support. 
Each number contains fifty pages, and is illustrated with a por- 
trait of some distinguished Iowan. But its outside support is un- 
fortunately most meager and the state has done very little to 
keep it in existence. 

But while pecuniary support must be had to insure the de- 
velopment and continuance alike of historical magazines and his- 
torical collections anywhere, it would seem that this can be se- 
cured more easily and naturally at the Capital than at any other 
point. At Iowa City the great University constantly needs and 
demands appropriations. What it asks is really a necessity of the 
times and of our theories and systems of public education. But 
such large demands in one direction tend almost invariably to 
silence those in every other. This we believe to have been the 
prime reason why the state has not adequately supported the State 
Historical Society and its meritorious work. It is a result of 
circumstances and not one to call for the censure of any man or 
men. We believe no one will deny that the Capital is the proper 
place for a historical collection. People are daily arriving here 
from all parts of our state. They naturally expect to see a great 
library, works of art throughout the edifice, collections illustrating 
our growth and progress, relics and mementos of our pioneers and 
the heroes and heroines of all our wars. Nothing more delights 
the average taxpayer than a magnificent Capitol building well 
filled with collections in these various directions. Evidence of this 
is a matter of everyday occurrence. 

Third Series. Offers of “Our Publications in Exchange for 
Yours,” are constantly coming to the Historical Department of 
Iowa; and unless some work like this should be promptly issued 
the state would be in the end greatly the loser. Through its pages, 
and by reason of its influence under proper management, it is 
believed that additions in value far exceeding its cost can be 
easily and regularly secured. These views were presented to the 
Board of Trustees at the last meeting. That body by a unanimous 
vote decided that this effort should be made, and the first number 
is now before the reader. 

It was, however, deemed judicious to retain the name, ANNazs 
or Iowa, and accordingly the right to use it was secured from the 
owner of the copyright at Iowa City. 


Mr. Aldrich was the editor of the Third Series from its beginning 
in April, 1893. He suggested titles for articles to many of his con- 
tributors but the most accurate and trustworthy writers were some- 
times by him gently but firmly challenged and often corrected both in 
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facts and in language. Until his health failed, not a word or line passed 
to the printer without his approval. 


Miss Mary R. Whitcomb became assistant curator in 1894. She 


4 
uve Cr7Usel 
placed her loyal spirit, fine education and marvelous industry wholly 
under the direction of Mr. Aldrich, and was a most valuable editorial 


assistant. ‘Thus it was that the first eight volumes of the ANNALS, Third 
Series, were edited, and indexed in the First Index. 
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During Mr. Aldrich’s last year he had planned to edit and publish 
the first general index covering the first eight volumes. Miss Whitcomb 
having passed away about one year after Mr. Aldrich, and the direction 
of the Annats having passed to the present editor, Miss Alice M. Steele 
became assistant curator and began assembling the material for the 
first index. She labored valiantly in addition to her other duties, until 
she retired in November, 1910. Miss Alice Marple then took over the 
work and completed its compilation and editing, and it was accordingly 
published in 1912. 

This present index to Volumes IX to XVI inclusive, of the Third 
Series, ANNats or Iowa, may therefore properly be called the Second 
Index. The first index published in 1912 covered Volumes I to VIII, 
1893 to 1909, and the present is for Volumes IX to XVI, 1999 to 1929, 
the eight volumes that have since been published. 

The Annars covered by the prior index spans the service of the 
founder, Charles Aldrich. 

The present index (except for four years when the publication was 
suspended owing to the World War), is of the first twenty years of the 
work of the present editor as assisted generally by Miss Alice Marple, 
Miss Ida M. Huntington, Mrs. Ellen D. Spaulding, and, after July 15, 
1919, by David C. Mott. 

The style of the first index was that of Charles Aldrich, which was 
followed out in detail successively by Miss Whitcomb, Miss Steele, and 
Miss Marple. That of the present index is an adaptation in a general 
way by Mr. Mott, of the style of the New York Times Index with sug- 
gestions of Miss Marple. 

The editor acknowledges the fine, loyal industry of David C. Mott 
in the day by day work upon the index, the text and all the details of 
the publication of the AnNais or Iowa. Since his young manhood he 
labored in the newspaper field, first as editor and publisher of the 
What Cheer Patriot, then of the Tipton Advertiser, of the Audubon 
Republican, and finally of the Marengo Republican, making twenty-five 
years of newspaper editing. He served during that period, in 1904 and 
1996, as a member of the House of the General Assembly from Audubon 
County. In 1910 Governor Carroll appointed him to a vacancy on the 
State Board of Parole. Governor Clarke reappointed him, so he served 
until 1919. He came to the Historical Department from that position. 

Mr. Mott has combined with a fine historical interest a good memory 
of persons and events, and the readiest of methods of reaching relaible 
sources of fact and opinion both from persons and documents. Thus 
from the resources of the Historical, Memorial and Art Department of 
Iowa, Mr. Mott has suggested selections for publication, has prepared 
manuscripts from his own research, and otherwise indispensably con- 
tributed to the value of the AnNnazs throughout the period of his active 
association as assistant editor. 

Evear R. Harran, 
Curator and Editor, 
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NOTABLE DEATHS 


Joun Lrrrierireitp Tron was born January 11, 1863, at Nashua, New 
Hampshire, and died at Morgantown, West Virginia, November 11, 
1930. For many years he occupied the chair of physics and geology 
in Simpson College, and for twenty years he was attached in special 
investigations on the Iowa Geological Survey. Dr. Tilton’s early educa- 
tion was obtained in the public schools of his native village. Afterward 
he attended Wesleyan University, Middletown, Connecticut, from which 
he received the degrees of A. B. in 1885 and A. M. in 1888. He also 
received the degrees of A. M. from Harvard in 1895, and of Ph. D. 
from Chicago in 1910. After teaching a year in Niantic, Connecticut, 
he was museum assistant in natural history in Wesleyan in 1886-88; 
professor of geology and physics in Simpson College, Indianola, Iowa, 
1888-1920; associate professor of geology in West Virginia University 
in 1920-23, and professor in 1923-30. He was geologist, lowa Geological 
Survey, and paleontologist, West Virginia Geological Survey; was a fel- 
low of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, of the 
Geological Society of America, of the Paleontological Society of Amer- 
ica, of the West Virginia Academy of Science, of which he was presi- 
dent in 1928 and 1929, and of the Iowa Academy of Science, being presi- 
dent of the latter in 1907. His specialty was the geology of central and 
southwestern Iowa, and the paleontology of West Virginia. Dr. Tilton 
was not only a scientist of wide reputation, but an outstanding per- 
sonage in the educational field of our state, and in religious circles. 
The place occupied by him in the religious life of our state was rather 
unique. A firm advocate of the doctrine of evolution he was also a 
firm believer in theology. His outstanding function seemed to be to 
reconcile science and religion, and in this he was eminently successful. 
Beyond all doubt this reconciliation of the two was measurably ad- 
vanced by his written and spoken words. On this delicate and much 
discussed topic he was the author of many articles in the religious 
journals, as well as the secular press; and he gave expression of his 
views widely in the classroom, in the putpit and before the micro- 
phone. His teaching came to the lives of young people at a time 
when new revelations often wreck, or threaten, Christian faiths. At 
this period Professor Tilton carried many over the crisis opening to 
them a wider vision of the truths of science, yet leaving firm the under- 
lying principles of their religious faith. ‘To him God was indeed truth. 


—C.R.K. 


Rozert Muptirxs Wricur was born in Sheffield, England, November 
1, 1844, and died in Fort Dodge, Iowa, June 11, 1931. Burial was in 
Oakland Cemetery, Fort Dodge. When he was five years old his parents, 
Thomas and Mary (Mullins) Wright, removed with their family to 
near Lisbon, Kendall County, Illinois, crossing the Atlantic in a perilous 
trip in a sailing vessel. Three years later they removed to a farm in 
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De Kalb County, Illinois. Robert attended common school, and was 
graduated from the University of Michigan with the degree of A. B. 
in 1871 and of A. M. in 1874. During this period of his life he varied 
his college work with labor on farms and with school-teaching, being for 
four years principal of Fort Wayne, Indiana, High School. In the 
-meantime he had been studying law, and in 1876 removed to Fort Dodge, 
Iowa, and began practice. This he pursued with success. In 1881 he 
was elected representative and was again elected to that office in 1903, 
thus serving in the Nineteenth and the Thirtieth and Thirty-first 
general assemblies. Prohibition and woman suffrage were two sub- 
jects which received his ardent support in his legislative service. He 
led in the enactment of the drainage laws in his two later sessions. 
In 1906 he was elected a judge of the Eleventh Judicial District. 
Re-elections followed, and he served until January 1, 1923. His work as 
lawyer, legislator and judge was creditable to himself and useful to his 
community and state. 


Cuartrs L. Loncirey was born in Franklin County, Massachusetts, 
May 27, 1843, and died in Boise, Idaho, November 27, 1930. Burial 
was at Twin Falls, Idaho. His parents, Alfred and Julia Read Long- 
ley, removed their family during Charles’ infancy to Medina County, 
Ohio, and later to the city of Oberlin. In 1854 the mother, then a 
widow, removed with her son to Tipton, Iowa. He secured his more 
advanced education in Tipton High School and in Cornell College, 
where he took two years in the liberal arts course, and in 1866 he took 
a course in a business college in Davenport. He volunteered in Com- 
pany C, Twenty-fourth Iowa Infantry, August 6, 1862, and was 
mustered out at Savannah, Georgia, July 17, 1865. From 1867 until 
1889 he was editor of the ZTipton Advertiser, and became known as 
an able newspaper writer. In 1889 he removed to Cedar Rapids and 
in 1891 to Waterloo. From 1890 to 1892 he was assistant adjutant 
general, Department of Iowa, Grand Army of the Republic. For four 
years he was secretary of the Waterloo Paper Manufacturing Company. 
From 1895 to 1897 he was quartermaster at the Iowa Soldiers Home, 
Marshalltown. In 1898 he was made secretary to the Board of Park 
Commissioners of the United States Military Park at Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, where for some years he rendered service in the develop- 
ment of that noted place. In 1916 he removed to Twin Falls, Idaho, 
and spent two years in newspaper work in that city. In 1918 he was 
appointed manager of the United States Assay office at Boise, in which 
position he remained until his death. 


Henry Otis Prarr was born in Foxcraft, Maine, February 11, 1838, 
and died in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, May 22, 1931. Burial was in Oak 
Hill Cemetery, Cedar Rapids. He attended common school, Foxcraft 
Academy, and was graduated from the Law Department of Harvard 
University. He removed to Iowa in 1862, was admitted to the bar at 
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Mason City the same year, and August 22, 1862, enlisted in Company B, 
Thirty-second Iowa Infantry. On March 18, 1863, he was discharged 
at Fort Pillow, Tennessee, because of illness. Returning to Iowa he 
entered the practice of law at Charles City, but varied it by teaching 
school a part of the time. He was superintenderit of schools of Floyd 
County in 1868 and 1869. In 1869 he was elected representative and 
was re-elected in 1871, serving in the Thirteenth and Fourteenth general 
assemblies. In 1872, the state having been redistricted, he was elected 
the first representative in Congress from the then Fourth District, and 
was also re-elected in 1874, and served in the Forty-third and Forty- 
fourth congresses, becoming intimately associated with Blaine, Garfield 
and other leading members. He served as permanent chairman of 
the Republican State Convention in 1875. Tiring of political life, he 
declined further to be a candidate for office and at the end of his 
congressional service in 1877 he took up study for the ministry, and in 
October of the same year was ordained and entered the ministry of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. During the next forty years he was 
actively in that service. He was pastor at Waterloo, Toledo, Cedar 
Rapids, Marshalltown, Iowa City, Mount Vernon, Davenport, Manches- 
ter, Iowa Falls and Tama. In 1908 he was made conference evangelist. 
From 1913 to 1918 he was chaplain of the Iowa Soldiers Home at 
Marshalltown, and remained two years more at the request of the 
veterans. Soon thereafter he removed to Cedar Rapids and became 
pastor emeritus of St. Paul’s Methodist Church in that city. He and 
Mrs. Pratt celebrated their sixty-fifth wedding anniversary October 21, 
1930. He was a man of fine ability and character, filling well his 
many positions. 


Daniet D. Murpuy was born near New Diggings, Lafayette County, 
Wisconsin, August 22, 1862, and died in Elkader, Iowa, May 31, 1931. 
His parents were John G. and Ellen (McCarthy) Murphy. He attended 
public school, was graduated from Wisconsin State Normal School (now 
State Teachers College), Platteville, Wisconsin, in 1883, was superin- 
tendent of Guttenburg, Iowa, High School from 1883 to 1886, and was 
graduated from the Law Department of the State University of Iowa in 
1887. In 1888 he began the practice of law in Elkader, in which prac- 
tice he remained continuously until his death, the last ten years his son, 
Clarence Francis Murphy, being associated with him. From 1891 to 
1895 he was county attorney of Clayton County. He devoted his time 
and powers chiefly to his profession, in which he attained a highly 
honorable success. From 1907 to 1908 he was president of the State Bar 
Association. However, he had wide business interests in addition to 
his law practice. He was president of the Elkader State Bank and a 
director of the Clayton County State Bank of Guttenburg. He also 
took an interest in public matters and was a delegate to the Democratic 
National Convention of 1892, and also of the one of 1912, and in 1910 
was the Democratic candidate for Congress in the Fourth District, 
losing to G. N. Haugen by 210 votes. On the organization of the State 


156 ANNALS OF IOWA 

Board of Education in 1909 Governor Carroll appointed him a member 
and he held the position until 1925, being president of the board the 
last eleven years of his service. In 1917 Grinnell College conferred on 
him the degree of LL.D. He was a member of the Board of Regents 
of Columbia College, Dubuque, at the time of his death. He stood high 
in the estimation of those associated with him in his profession, in 
business, and in the educational field. : 


Oris Ezra Smiru was born near New Albany, Indiana, August 16, 
1853, and died in Indianola, Iowa, May 11, 1931. His parents, Joseph 
and Jeanette Casey Smith, removed in 1860 with their family to Camp 
Point, Illinois, and in 1862 to near Ashawa, Polk County, Iowa. Otis 
Ezra entered Simpson College, Indianola, in 1874. Varying his work 
in college with teaching, he was graduated from Simpson in 1879. He 
then taught at different places for a few years, farmed two seasons in 
Dallas County, after which he served as superintendent of schools at 
the town of Monroe for four years, was in North Des Moines High 
School eight years, was superintendent of Shenandoah schools six years, 
and of Indianola schools twenty-one years, retiring in 1924. He taught 
in summer institutes in both Iowa and Nebraska and for several years 
in Simpson College. For eleven years, ending January 1, 1918, he was 
secretary of the Iowa State Teachers Association. He was a member 
of the Educational Board of Examiners, and in his later life for a time 
had charge of the placement bureau in the office of the state superin- 
tendent of public instruction. Besides the high character of his pro- 
fessional work as an educator, he was outstanding as a Sunday School 
teacher, as a churchman and as a citizen. 


James Rozserr Hanna was born in Geneseo, Illinois, June 12, 1866, 
and died in Des Moines, Iowa, February 24, 1931. His parents were 
James Steel and Hattie Louise (Hunt) Hanna, who removed with their 
family to Colfax, Iowa, in 1870. Owing to his mother’s death and the 
scattering of the family, James R. was put on his own resources at the 
age of thirteen. He rode cattle ranges in Nebraska, worked as a farm 
hand and early began teaching country school. The Western Normal 
College, Shenandoah, Iowa, granted him the degree of B. S. in 1890, 
and High'and Park College, Des Moines, gave him the degree of A. B. 
in 1892, A. M. in 1898, and LL. D. in 1916. He became a teacher in 
Highland Park College, was at the head of the English department, and 
later was dean of liberal arts, terminating his active work there in 
1910. He was a trustee of the Des Mo‘nes Library board from 1906 
to 1910. He was a prominent advocate of the commission plan of gov- 
ernment for Des Moines, and was a candidate for commissioner in the 
first election under that plan, but was defeated. However, in the second 
election under that plan, 1910, he was elected mayor, and served from 
1910 to 1916. For a time he was president of the Euclid Avenue State 
Bank, and was a member of the Municipal Water Works board. He 
lectured extensively on prohibition and on municipal government. 
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Writs Frevertck Bicker was born at Giard, Clayton County, Iowa, 
November 15, 1879, and died in McGregor April 25, 1931. His parents, 
J. D. and Mary Bickel, removed with their family to McGregor in 1892. 
Willis was graduated from McGregor High School, and from the Uni- 
versity of Michigan in 1903 as an electrical engineer. He followed this 
by telephone construction work in Iowa and Michigan, and railroad con- 
struction work in Michigan and Kansas. In 1908 he was the engineer in 
charge in building the power dam on the Upper Iowa River near De- 
corah. His engineering work then took him into Colorado and into 
Mexico. He also resided in Cedar Rapids for several years as a con- 
sulting engineer. He enlisted in the World War, was commissioned 
captain in the 313th Engineers of the United States Army, left for 
France in December, 1917, returned in July, 1919, and was honorably 
discharged. In later years he again resided in McGregor. There he 
devoted much time to promoting the interests of McGregor and its 
vicinity as a scenic region. He was for several years president of the 
Iowa Conservation Association and was a leading local promoter and 
fosterer of the noted Wild Life School. He was a scholar in science 
and nature studies, familiar with the whole of Northeastern Iowa, 
active, genial and useful to his community and especially to the cause 
of conservation in that region. 


SamvueL Waker Beyer was born in Clearfield, Pennsylvania, May 15, 
1865, and died in a hospital in Iowa Falls, Iowa, June 2, 1931, following 
an automobile accident near there. Burial was in College Cemetery, 
Ames. His parents, Abraham and Barbara Ann (Keagy) Beyer, soon 
after their son’s birth, removed their family to Rock Falls, Iowa. 
Samuel W. attended public school in rural districts, the Cedar Valley 
Seminary at Osage, and the Iowa State College at Ames from which he 
received a B. Sc. degree in 1889. He then taught school one year in 
Marshalltown, and followed that by acting as an instructor in geology 
and zoology in Iowa State College from 1891 to 1895. In 1895 he 
received his Ph. D. degree from Johns Hopkins University. Continu- 
ing at Iowa State College he served from 1895 to 1898 as assistant 
professor of geology and mining engineering, after which time he was 
dean of engineering, and later dean of the Industrial Science Division. 
From 1892 he was geologist for the Iowa Geological Survey and con- 
ducted geological surveys in several Iowa counties. He pursued re- 
searches along his lines of work and published many books and treat- 
ises, especially on geology and related subjects. He was an able 
scientist and a popular instructor. 

Jounx Hanson Tuomas Martyn was born in Toledo, Ohio, April 2, 
1859, and died in Grinnell, Iowa, April 1, 1931. The body was cremated 
and ashes interred at Hazelwood Cemetery, Grinnell. He received his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Moores Hill College, Indiana, 
in 1880 and 1883, and his doctor’s degree from Johns Hopkins in 1892. 
The honorary degree of LL. D, was awarded him by Oberlin College, 
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State University of Iowa, Grinnell College, and Harvard University. 
He began his educational work by serving as professor of ancient 
languages at Moores Hill College from 1880 to 1889, was assistant pro- 
fessor in Greek and Latin in Woman’s College, Baltimore, in 1890-9], 
and was a senior fellow in Greek in Johns Hopkins in 1891-92. In 1892 
he went to Iowa (now Grinnell) College as professor of Greek, from 
1900 to 1902 he was acting president, and from 1902 to 1906 he was 
dean of the faculty, and from 1996 until his death he was president of 
the college. He was a trustee of the Carnegie Foundation for Advance- 
ment of Teaching, was soon after the World War a member of the 
American Relief Commission to the Near East, and ranked among the 
very able college administrators of the country. 


* James Perer Hewrrr was born in Jefferson, Green County, Pennsyl- 
vania, January 2, 1864, and died near Des Moines, Iowa, June 19, 1931. 
Burial was at Indianola. His parents, William G. and Amanda (Tay- 
lor) Hewitt, made several removals, and finally settled in Indianola, 
Iowa, where James attended public school and Simpson College. Re- 
moving to Des Moines in 1890 he worked as a bookkeeper in the Charles 
Hewitt wholesale grocery, and later in the office of the State Insurance 
Company. In 1895 he was graduated from the Law Department of 
Drake University and became a member of the law firm of Cummins, 
Hewitt & Wright. When Mr. Cummins was elected governor and in 
the few following years the firm’s membership changed several times, 
but always with the admission of able lawyers. Mr. Hewitt gained 
distinction in his profession and in March, 1911, Governor Carroll 
appointed him as the new judge of the Ninth Judicial District which 
was provided for at that time. However, he resigned two years later 
to devote himself to his profession and his business interests. He was 
president of the National Life Company from 1914, and was also from 
1919 to 1929 a member of the City Planning and Zoning Commission. 


Wirsert SHermMan FrAtey was born in Madison County, Iowa, Janu- 
ary 19, 1867, and died in Des Moines June 15, 1931. Burial was in Laurel 
Hill Cemetery, Des Moines. He attended public school in Winterset 
and at an early age went to the Black Hills during the gold excitement 
there. He was a contractor and builder at Chadron, Nebraska, and in 
1890 removed to Des Moines where for many years he followed the 
trade of plasterer, belonging to the plasterers’ union. He was a school 
director from 1894 to 1897, a member of the Des Moines City Council 
from 1902 to 1905, was a member of the Thirty-fourth and Thirty-fifth 
general assemblies, 1911 to 1914, and was chairman of the Exemption 
Board in Des Moines in 1918. 


Herzsert E. Draw was born in O’Brien County, Iowa, December 5, 
1872, and died in Rochester, Minnesota, March 27, 1931. Burial was at 
Ocheyedan, Iowa. He attended school at Primghar and at Morning- 
side College, Sioux City. He was deputy clerk of the District Court of 
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O’Brien County two years and was assistant cashier of the Primghar 
State Bank two years. He was graduated from the Indiana State 
Normal School at Valparaiso in 1896, and from the Law Department of 
the University of Nebraska in 1898. He removed to Harris, Osceola 
County, Iowa, in 1899 and to Ocheyedan in 1901. He served as mayor of 
Ocheyedan several terms and in 1916 was elected representative, and 
was re-elected in 1918, serving in the Thirty-seventh and Thirty-eighth 
general assemblies. He was elected senator in 1924 and served in the 
Forty-first and Forty-secend general assemblies. In February, 1927, 
during the session of the latter assembly Governor Hammill appointed 
him a member of the State Highway Commission, which position he 
was holding at the time of his death. His business activities had been 
chiefly in farming. 


Joun H. Jenxs was born in Hampshire County, Massachusetts, Sep- 
tember 25, 1855, and died in a hospital in Council Bluffs, Iowa, May 31, 
1931, Funeral services were held at his late home at Avoca and burial 
was made at Earlville, Illinois. His parents, Simeon L. and Sarah 
(Thomas) Jenks removed their family to Bureau County, Illinois, when 
John was one year old. Later removal was made to La Salle County. 
He attended public school at Earlville, and also spent two years as a 
student in Chicago University. In 1878 he became a resident of Avoca 
where he engaged in buying and shipping cattle for some years. He 
purchased an interest in the Avoca State Bank in 1892 and became its 
vice president and in 1901, its president, which position he was still 
holding at the time of his death. He also became owner of farm 
properties, which he successfully conducted. He was for a time a 
member of the Town Council of Avoca, of the Board of Education, and 
was elected representative in 1899, re-elected in 1901, and served in 
the Twenty-eighth and Twenty-ninth general assemblis. 


Arruur S. Harpy, a person well remembered among the educational 
classes of Iowa, died Marchh 14, 1930, in Connecticut. Mr. Hardy was 
born at Andover, Massachusetts, in 1847. He was graduated from the 
United States Military Academy in the class of 1869 and became a 
professor of Grinnell College in mathematics, which chair he held from 
1871 to 1873. He then spent a year in Paris, and was called to become 
professor at Dartmouth, and was editor for a while of a magazine in 
New York, when he was appointed minister to Persia, later trans- 
ferred to Roumania, and later to Switzerland and Spain. Mr. Hardy 
has written a good many books, novels, and poems. One of his most 
interesting books was Things Remembered, telling about his various 
connections with the many diplomats of Europe. The book is full of 
interest, and filled with stories of travel. He also while at Grinnell 
wrote poetry and articles for the press. One of his poems was read at 
the dedication of the State Capitol.—B. L. W. 
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Jounx T. Hazen was born in Dearborn County, Indiana, July 27, 
1846, and died in Avoca, Iowa, July 1, 1931. His parents were Isaac 
and Rebecca (Stewart) Hazen. The family removed to Iowa in 1854 
and settled on land near Ainsworth, Washington County. John attended 
public school in Ainsworth and was two years in Washington High 
School. In 1871 he removed to the vicinity of Avoca. There he worked 
in dfferent capacities on the railroad, took up auctioneering at which 
he was quite successful, and devoted several years principally to farm- 
ing. In 1891 he was elected sheriff of Pottawatamie County and was 
re-elected two years later, serving from 1892 to 1895, inclusive. During 
this service Kelly’s Army invaded and passed through the county. 
Mr. Hazen served two terms as mayor of Avoca, and held several other 
positions of trust. In 1919 he was elected representative and was re- 
elected in 1912, serving in the Thirty-fourth and Thirty-fifth general 
assemblies. 


Tuomas Watson Griccs was born in Davenport, Iowa, February 15, 
1875, and died in that city October 1, 1930. Burial was in Oakdale 
Cemetery, Davenport." He was a son of Mr. and Mrs. Francis Henry 
Griggs. He was graduated from the Davenport High School, studied 
in Phillips Exeter Academy, Exeter, New Hampshire, and was grad- 
uated from Harvard University with the degree of B. S. From 1903 to 
1910 he was secretary-treasurer of the Iowa Publishing Company of 
Davenport. For some years was secretary-treasurer of the Security 
Investment Company, and from 1919 to 1927 was president of the 
Davenport Water Company. He was a director in the American Com- 
mercial and Savings Bank, and also had several other important busi- 
ness connections. In 1910 he was elected representative and was re- 
elected in 1912, serving in the Thirty-fourth and Thirty-fifth general 
assemblies. During the World War he rendered patriotic service as 
secretary of Draft Board No. 2 of Davenport. 


Juxtius Mapison Waxiine was born near Davenport, Iowa, June 21, 
1841, and died in Nevada City, California, June 11, 1931. He enlisted 
in Company A, Eighth Iowa Infantry, August 12, 1861, and was pro- 
moted to first lieutenant in February, 1865. He went through the war 
side by side with his twin brother, A. M Walling. In 1866 Julius M. 
removed to Nevada County, California. In 1872 he was elected county 
recorder and served one term. Taking up the study of law he was 
admitted in 1876, and practiced at Nevada City for fifty years. In 
1884 he was elected judge of the Superior Court of the county and 
served one term. During his long and busy life he was a member of the 
Board of School Trustees of Nevada City, was head of the Good 
Templars Lodge of the state in its days of popularity, was commander 
of the Department of California and Nevada, Grand Army of the 
Republic, and was a presidential elector chosen on the Republican 
ticket in 1900. He was an able lawyer and public speaker, 


